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Above Reproach and Devout 
Detailed Outline 

I. Above Reproach 

A. The Requirement  

1. Found in 1 Timothy 3:2 and 7, as well as in Titus 1:6.   

2. The same qualification is found for deacons in 1 Timothy 2:10. 

3. Titus is challenged to conduct himself in a way that is “beyond reproach.” (Titus 2:7–8) 

4. Thus, the qualification is absolutely essential for being an elder. 

B. The definition of “beyond reproach” 

1. The word has the sense of “catching hold of.” 

2. The elder must not have anything which an opponent could “catch hold of” in order to 

criticize or accuse or approach him.   

3. An example of the discovery of “skeletons in one’s closet” (so to speak) is what happens to 

some political candidates when their opponent uncovers and then reveals unseemly things 

about their lives. 

4. The elder’s life should be such that no unseemly or disqualifying revelations can be 

discovered and exposed, thereby undermining his reputation and authority. 

C. “Beyond reproach” is a kind of “bookend qualification” in 1 Timothy.   

1. In both 1 Timothy and Titus, it is the first qualification listed. (1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6) 

2. In 1 Timothy, it is mentioned also at the end of the list. (1 Tim. 3:7) 

3. Between these “bookends” more specific requirements or qualifications are given.  

Meeting these more specific qualifications would render the elder “beyond reproach.”   

4. To fail in these more specific qualifications would render the elder culpable.  Thus, the 

elder ought to be “beyond reproach” with regard to all these things: 

a) His relationships (with his wife, his children, with God, with the unbelieving 

community) 

b) His disposition (not hot tempered or pugnacious (wanting to pick a fight), but 

hospitable, gentle and peaceable) 

c) His reputation (with those in and outside of the church) 

d) Maturity and wisdom 

e) Leadership in the home, as it reflects on his potential for leadership in the church 

f) His marriage and sexual purity 

D. To sum it up, the elder must meet a high standard of being “beyond reproach” so that 

accusations cannot be made which would discredit the elder, the church, and the Lord. 
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II. Being Devout (Titus 1:8) 

A. Examples of individuals described with the English word “devout” 

1. Simeon (Luke 2:25) 

2. The pious folks present at Pentecost when Peter preached and many came to faith (Acts 

2:5) 

3. The men who buried Stephen when he was stoned (Acts 8:2) 

4. Cornelius and the soldier who was at his house (Acts 10:2, 7) 

5. Ananias who was used by the Lord at Paul’s conversion (Acts 22:12)   

6. Used of the “devout [and surely unbelieving] women of prominence” who were incited to 

persecute Paul and Barnabas and drive them out of their district (Acts 13:50).  Here, 

“devout” refers to the intensity with which these unbelieving women held to their beliefs, 

but not to their true godliness or piety. 

B. The Greek word (“hosios”) rendered “devout” 

1. It is translated “devout” just once, and that is in Titus 1:8 where some English translations 

render it “devout.” (See NASB, NLT, NET) 

2. Everywhere else it is translated “holy” (see Acts 2:27; 13:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 7:26; Rev. 

15:4; 16:5).  In fact, some English translations render the word in Titus 1:8 as “holy” (see 

for example, NIV, ESV, NKJV). 

3. Most of the time, this word is used with reference to our Lord Jesus, the truly Holy One.   

4. This same Greek word is used only one other time by Paul, in 1 Timothy 2:8, where he 

instructs men to pray, lifting up “holy” hands. 

III. Conclusion 

A. These two qualifications (beyond reproach and devout) are very broad terms which 

encompass the entire landscape of qualifications.   

B. Positively, the elder should be characterized by a devout holiness.   

1. Devoutness is speaking more of the elder’s religious intensity. There is a zeal rather than a 

half-heartedness in relationship to Christ 

2. In the words of Revelation 3, the one who is not devout would be called lukewarm, while 

one who is devout would be either “hot” or “cold.” 

C. In relation to men, an elder needs to be “beyond reproach.”  In his relationship to God, 

an elder needs to be devout. He should not be vulnerable to accusations which discredit 

him, his leadership, or his Lord.   


