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Baptism 
Detailed Outline 

Part 1 of 3 

I. Theology of Baptism 

A. Welcome to part one in our series on baptism, where we want to explore the process of 

how a person gets baptized. 

1. We will briefly look at the theology of baptism, the candidate, the criteria, and the 

testimony of the believer. 

2. This is not meant to be a treatise on baptism. 

a. There are many good and godly people who agree to disagree on this, and that’s OK.   
b. In short, we would hold to the position commonly known as “believer baptism” . . . 
c. . . . although I know that’s a bit of a misnomer, as there are many Paedo-Baptists who 

also baptize adults. 
d. And a good many churches actually allow both infant baptism and baptism by 

immersion. 
3. My hope is that even if you may disagree on the matter of infant baptism, we might come 

to agreement on some of the principles we would give an adult who is wanting to get 

baptized. 

4. At the very least, elders need to be clear and biblical in their understanding of baptism.  

B. This is what we would tell a candidate for baptism. 

1. What baptism really is and what it is not: 

a) The command for baptism: 

Matthew 28:18–20, “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.”  

b) The meaning of baptism:  

Romans 6:3–6, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with him 

in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

We know that our old self[a] was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.” 

Colossians 2:12, “. . . having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were 

also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 

from the dead.” 
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Water baptism is a symbolic demonstration of Spirit baptism, where we identify with 

Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection to life. 

2. The examples of baptism:  

a) Acts 2:41, 8:12, 8:36–39, 10:47–48, 16:14–15,30–33, 18:18. 

3. Answer the question, “Is baptism necessary for salvation?” 

a) We need to be very clear that water immersion does not save you. 

b) And while baptism is a clear matter of obedience, it’s not necessary for salvation.  

1) Acts 10:44, 47–48 

2) Heb. 9:14, 22 

3) 1 John 1:7. 

4) Rev. 1:5 

5) Rom. 8:9 

II. The Candidate for Baptism 

A. How do you actually get people interested in baptism? 

1. Usually this happens naturally in the ecosystem of the church. 

2. A person gets saved, they start reading the Bible, and they learn about baptism. 

3. Or maybe they are being taught and discipled by a mentor and they have realized they 

need to be baptized. 

4. Or they are kids who have grown up in the church and now they are ready to get baptized. 

B. Make announcements 

1. At our church we periodically mention in our announcements, “If you haven’t been 

baptized, and you are a believer, you need to get baptized.”  

2. We invite them to contact an elder or the office, and then we set up an initial meeting with 

the person to best discern if they understand the gospel and have saving faith.  

C. At an initial meeting, ask the person a few questions: 

1. Ask them why they want to be baptized. 

a) Are they being coerced? 

b) Is there outside pressure to get baptized? 

c) Are the parents leading this, or is this a personal matter of obedience?  

2. Ask for them to share their testimony. 

a) Hear about their background. 

b) Hear their story. 

3. Ask them to articulate the gospel message. 

a) You are not asking for an entire systematic theology, but a general understanding of 

the gospel. 

b) Repentance and faith in Christ alone for salvation. 

c) If it appears they really have no accurate understanding of the gospel, it quickly 

becomes a great evangelistic opportunity to share the gospel. 

d) They might say, “Well, I’m a good person, etc.” 

e) If this happens, you can gently explain the gospel to them, and possibly set up 
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subsequent meetings to evangelize and possibly disciple. 

f) Don’t waste those opportunities. 

D. Emphasize the importance for understanding and believing the gospel. 

1. We need to see some measure of saving faith. 

2. The last thing we want to do is give people a false sense of security. 

 


