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Baptism 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 3 

II. The Candidate for Baptism - What about the Age of Baptism? 

E. It’s a beautiful thing when children make a profession of faith.  

1. We never want to question that or cause them to doubt. 

2. But as they mature, Lord willing, they will grow in their understanding of sin, and the great 

work of Christ on the cross, the imputation of our sin to Christ and his righteousness to us. 

3. As they continue to grow they will learn of the cost of discipleship and that there are hard 

choices to make if you attach yourself to Christ. 

F. As parents, we want to encourage them in all of this. 

1. So when should a person be water baptized? 

2. One thing is clear, baptism is for genuine believers. 

3. And with a child, this can be difficult to discern. 

4. But we believe there are sound biblical principles for waiting. 

5. Baptism should be driven by personal conviction not by parental pressure. 

G. What are the dangers of early baptism? 

1. They might get a false sense of security. 

2. When they get older, they might abandon Christ, and reveal it was really their parents ’ 

choice, not their own. 

3. An early childhood baptism can also be a disservice for them.   

4. Sometimes people in their early 20s or 30s will come and say they’d like to get re-baptized 

because when they were baptized younger it was meaningless to them, or they don’t 

remember it. 

5. They can even feel robbed of the opportunity to wrestle with the meaning of baptism. 

6. Encouraging a child to wait doesn’t mean that we are questioning their salvation . 

H. It’s good to have a policy on this, and also have some resources available for parents.  

1. Our policy is: 

a) “We affirm God’s gracious work in the lives of young children.  We also affirm that 

Scripture teaches us to be saved and baptized (in that order) with no limitations 

made concerning age.  However, we feel a few words of wisdom to parents eager to 

see their children baptized might be beneficial. 

b) We want to encourage young people in their professions, exhort them to a spiritual 

walk, and stand by them during the trials of temptations of their adolescent years.  At 

the same time, we want to allow God the Holy Spirit time to bring them to a desire 

for baptism apart from external influences. 
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c) A young child may, in his eagerness to please his parents or to receive recognition, 

commit to baptism before he truly understands the meaning and implications of 

what he is doing.  Peer pressure can also influence a child into taking a step that he 

does not fully comprehend.  Parents often contribute to the situation by co aching 

their hearts.  A premature decision can later be regretted by a young person who, 

after coming to a complete understanding of this step of faith, wishes he had waited 

until the decision was his own and meaningful to him personally. 

d) We do not want to imply that this is a hard-and-fast rule with no exceptions; rather, a 

word of caution to be prayerfully considered.  Once a parent and child are convinced 

of the child’s understanding of this doctrine and of the child’s personal desire to be 

baptized, the child (preferably) should seek out an elder to discuss the matter.  We 

will rejoice with them in that decision and make the necessary arrangements.”  

III. The Criteria for Baptism 

A. We don’t want to lay down a law, but at the same time we want to be diligent to not give 

people a false sense of security. 

B. After you have discerned that the candidate has a basic understanding of the gospel, after you 

have discerned, as best you can, that the candidate has saving faith, you might invite them to 

have a one- or two-week class on baptism. 

1. Now is a time to really study in more depth the Scripture’s teaching on baptism.  

2. Go over the major passages like Romans 6 and exposit the meaning of baptism. 

3. This class is a teaching time, but it also might reveal that the candidate actua lly isn’t a 

believer, so you might gently suggest and recommend that the candidate wait for baptism.  

This can be done in a tactful way, and if it’s clear the person doesn’t have saving faith, it 

needs to be done. 

4. The last part of this class might include an assignment of a written testimony. 

IV. The Testimony for Baptism 

A. During this class, or this time to meet with the candidate, we would suggest an 

assignment of writing out their testimony. This testimony will be read by them before 

their baptism. 

B. We have found this to be helpful in many ways. 

1. First of all, it helps the person clarify what’s happened to them, and it helps them 

articulate the gospel message. 

2. But it also gives the instructor time to go over their testimony. 

3. Sometimes you learn things about their theology that need to be corrected, or you learn 

things about their understanding of the gospel. 

C. Remember, it’s not too late to put the brakes on and recommend they wait for baptism 

until they have a clearer understanding of the gospel. 
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D. Here are some guidelines for this assignment: 

1. The testimony length for a baptism will depend on the number of people being baptized, 

but generally should be around 2 to 3 minutes.  

2. Keep your testimony simple and clear. This can be done by highlighting one specific part of 

your testimony.  

3. For example, “I had a deep conviction of sin and guilt” or “I was drawn to the sacrifice of 

Christ for myself” or “I was touched by the love of God.” 

4. These testimonies are a gospel presentation.  

5. People should be able to be saved through the hearing of a testimony; a testimony is a 

powerful tool for evangelism.  

6. It wouldn't be bad if each person had a key verse that was instrumental in their salvation 

or a key theological idea.  

E. A good testimony will have three main aspects:  

1. What was your life like before Christ?  

a) The first aspect of your testimony shouldn't consist of "bragging" at how bad you 

used to be. It is not good to "glorify" the sin.  

b) If your life was very sinful before Christ, then summarize the sin (instead of 

discussing the specifics), and move on to glorifying Christ for rescuing you from it.  

c) Also, if you were saved at a young age, this doesn't mean that you have a boring 

testimony. On the contrary! Your life has been protected from sin and it's 

consequences from a young age and that is a wonderful thing.  

d) Praise God! In fact this is the type of testimony that really encourages families 

toward spiritual maturity in their children.  

e) Granted, it is not as exciting, but the purpose of a testimony is not to be exciting. 

2. How did you come to receive and trust in Christ? 

a) This is the climax of the testimony and will be special for anybody who is a Christian.  

b) If you were saved at a young age and maybe don't remember the specifics, or if you 

became saved over a long period of time and don't have a specific actual 

"experience," you should explain it anyway.  

c) All testimonies are different, and don't feel bad about it—remember, it is God's work 

in your life, not your own. It should also include biblical aspects of salvation. (i.e. 

"believing in Jesus Christ for my salvation because of His finished work on the cross 

for my sin"—not just "I accepted Jesus").  

d) When you explain how you came to be saved, you should use the proper name and 

title of "Jesus Christ" (instead of just Jesus) or “Lord.” 

e) This is a small point, but "Jesus" is His name, and "Christ" is His title meaning 

anointed. They are both important.  

f) We are not saying that you can't ever say "Jesus", but predominantly it should be the 

"Lord" or "Jesus Christ." You shouldn’t talk about God or Jesus generically.  
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3. What is your life like now? 

a) This should include aspects of how the Holy Spirit is at work transforming your life.  

b) John explains in his epistle that this is a clear evidence and assurance of salvation . . . 

and yes, it includes works (or good deeds—specifically love towards others).  

c) "Behold, all things have become new!" (2 Cor. 5:17) 

 


