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Becoming a Bible-Reading Leader  
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 3 
 

III. Holy Scripture and the Elders’ Work 
 
The means by which we shepherd God’s flock is the Scriptures, the Word of God.  By means of the 
Word of God we protect, feed, lead, and care for God’s people. God’s Word is the guidebook to 
shepherding, the food for feeding the flock, the path for leading the sheep, and the balm for healing 
the sick.  
 

1. Protect the flock by the Word of God.  
 
Only by the Word of God can we even know what is true or false, or spot false teachers. So, it is by 
means of the Word of God that we protect the church and the gospel.   
 

2. Feed the people the Word of God.  
 
It is the duty of the elders to see that God’s flock is fed on the Word of God and given “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).   
 

3. Lead God’s people by the Word of God.  
 
It is the duty of the elders to see that God’s flock is led in the way of truth and the will of God. If we're 
going to lead God’s flock properly, we need to be guided by God’s Word, or we'll take the people in 
the wrong direction, which happens so easily.  
 

4. Care for the flock by the Word of God.  
 
There are many practical questions to be answered, people to be counseled, families to be guided, 
sick people to be comforted, and endless problems to solve. All this is to be done by means of 
opening the Word of God to guide, comfort, and encourage the people.  
 
 

IV.  Practical Helps for Reading Holy Scripture  
 
I now want to deal practically with how we can become consistent, persistent Bible -reading leaders.  
 

1. Develop a plan for regular, disciplined Bible reading and study. 
 
If you have never read the whole of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, that’s what you should do. 
Do it as quickly as fast as you can, like reading a novel; get through the whole book.  
 
If you have read the whole Bible through, consider this plan. (1) Read the Old Testament over  a two- 
or three- year period. For example, the first year, read the Pentateuch. (2) Read two gospels a year, 
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e.g., Matthew and John the first year. (3) Read Acts and Revelation every year. (4) Read through the 
letters of Paul, John, Peter, James, and Hebrews twice a year. 
 
 

2. Create a place and a time.  
 

a) Have a regular place to read and study.  
 
It is best to have a desk or table where you keep your Bible, notes, paper, pens, and Bible helps. This 
will help you to develop a consistent Bible reading habit.   
 

b) Have a quiet place to read and study.  
 
I cannot express enough the importance of being alone with God and learning quietness. We live 
with noise pollution all day. Thus, when you’re reading the Word of God, you want it quiet, because 
this is, as J. I. Packer says, “God preaching to us.” He speaks to us through his Word, so we need to 
be quiet and meditate on it.  
 


