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Protecting from False Teachers 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 4 

V. False Prophets are Popular  

A. We are told that in the end times there will be a surge of false prophets. 

B. There are many. 

1. I remember when one pastor’s church was in the news because it was the largest church in 

America. I jokingly said to one of our elders, “Well, he must be doing something right.”  

And he fired back, “No, he must be doing something wrong. Why do you think his church is 

growing so fast?” 

2. If thousands of unconverted people like what you are saying, then there is a good chance 

you are a false teacher. There is a pretty good chance you are not preaching the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

C. This speaks to their popularity. 

1. The masses like it. Their message appeals to the base nature of the unbeliever. 

2. Maybe it’s really funny?  Maybe it promises money?  Maybe it downplays sin and makes 

the unbeliever feel comfortable?  Maybe it removes the stigma of sexual immorality. 

3. In any case, it will be a message the world likes. 

4. It won’t be good news because your sins have been atoned for and Jesus is your Lord; it 

will be the good news that you can get what you want, or do what you want, or be 

comfortable in sin. 

D. An Example of Destructive Heresy 

“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 

teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”  

(2 Tim. 4:2–4 ESV) 

“False teachers arise when the church begins to embrace the worldly culture around it.  As a 

result, congregations no longer desire to ‘endure sound doctrine.’  God-centered worship and 

preaching is replaced by man-centered antics and entertainment. A biblical emphasis on sin, 

repentance, and holiness is replaced by an emphasis on self-esteem and felt needs.  People look for 

teachers who proclaim only pleasant, positive ideas ‘in accordance to their own desires’ because 

they want ‘to have their ears tickled.’” – John MacArthur 
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E. There is a connection between unity and popularity. 

1. Beware of the insidious “unity” trump card. 

a) There is a strong cry for Christian unity today.  

b) Often proponents of unity will quote John 17. 

1) Jesus prays that they may be one, even as He and the Father are one. 

2) This isn’t a wish from Jesus. 

3) This isn’t a plea for the Baptists and the Catholics and the Liberals to all get 

along.  Or for the Muslims and the Hindus and the Mormons and the Catholics to 

get along. 

4) This prayer was answered when the Spirit came.  It’s a fact, not a hope.  All who 

are in Christ ARE one.  There is ONE baptism, one spirit, one Lord. 

c) We must not misunderstand unity. 

1) The kind of unity where we throw our doctrinal distinctive out the window and 

embrace each other can only survive where there is no discernment or scrutiny. 

2) The cry for unity is oftentimes a cry for doctrinal ambivalence and tolerance and 

the tragic result is the destruction of souls. 

(a) People have a false sense of security. 

(b) False teachers are given a platform. 

(c)      The masses are led astray. 

d) Here is what inevitably happens: 

1) The moment you start to examine the passages and take a stand, there will be 

people who cry out and say you are splitting hairs. 

2) You are being too ridged.  You are being too constrained. 

3) Our culture prefers a gentler, kinder Christianity that never has any warnings or 

rebukes. 

4) So we create a Thomas Jefferson Christianity and cut out the parts that make us 

uncomfortable. 

2. The ethos today, the spirit of this world, is to be MUTE to false teaching. 

a) A unity that puts relationships above truth. 

1) Look at Paul.  When Peter’s behavior was out of step with the gospel, Paul 

rebukes him, publicly. 

2) Unity is genuine, only when it is a unity around the Truth. 

b) People get uncomfortable if you start making truth claims, because that inevitably 

excludes people. 
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c) Our culture today is a culture that laments doctrinal clarity and doctrinal statements. 

d) Increasingly, church websites, have dropped doctrinal statements, or simply 

eliminated them altogether.  

e) There is a growing movement to have a doctrinal statement with the lowest common 

denominator.  It is a diminishing of truth.  Peter does the opposite.  Jesus does the 

opposite. 

f) Our culture today is a culture that doesn’t want to see separation or division. 

g) Unity at all costs!  Relationships above truth! 

h) That all sounds compelling, but the truth of the matter is that certain doctrines 

destroy!  And to ignore that is to aid and abet the problem. 

i) False gospels and false teachers destroy! 

j) This is why there is so much energy behind Peter’s words and Jesus’ words! 

k) False teachers cannot be tolerated. 

1) In fact, this is an indictment from Jesus himself! 

“But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 

a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 

immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.” (Rev. 2:20) 

2) The call to the churches from Jesus was to stop tolerating false teaching! 

3. We need to follows Peter’s example, and Jesus example, and call a spade a spade because 

false teaching destroys people. 

VI. False Prophets are Sensual.  

A. “And especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion” 

B. This word refers to habitual sexuality immorality and conduct. 

C. This is what happens when you reject the Lordship of Christ.  Your passions are 

unrestrained. 

1. False teachers think that because they believe that Jesus is their Savior, they can do 

whatever they want. 

2. They have a low view of sin and a low view of Jesus’ Lordship. 

3. Nonetheless, sexual sins are a distinguishing mark of a false teacher. 

D. False teachers downplay sexual sins: 

1. They promote a kind of so-called Christian freedom that is silent on issues of sex.   

2. They may not outwardly endorse sexual sins. 

3. They just don’t really preach against couples living together. 
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4. They don’t really preach against teenagers having sex; they see it as inevitable. 

5. They don’t say much about pornography. 

6. They don’t say anything about homosexuality. 

Peter James Lee, one of 60 Episcopal bishops who voted to approve the appointment of 

Gene Robinson, an openly gay man, as bishop of New Hampshire. "If you must make a 

choice between heresy and schism, always choose heresy." 

7. People sitting under their preaching never really feel uncomfortable about sin. 

a) That’s a great sign of false teaching, by the way. 

b) Do people living in open sin enjoy the preaching?  If they do, that’s a great indication 

that they are not preaching the truth. 

c) So, one of the false teachings that has crept in to the church has to do with sexual 

immorality. 

E. Someone might say, “But does that mean we are to rail against the sinners, preach 

against the sexually immoral, and condemn the homosexuals?” 

1. No.  If we understand the gospel, we can’t look down our noses. We are exactly like them, 

in many cases probably much worse. 

2. The gospel is for sinners. The gospel is for those who need to be saved, which is every last 

one of us. 

3. So, if we truly love people, and don’t want to see them destroyed, we tell them the truth of 

the gospel! 

4. The false teachers speak of love and acceptance, but they actually are destroying people by 

not telling them the gospel, or by distorting the gospel, or by leaving out sin. 

5. Rather, they preach prosperity, or unity, or love, but they never confront sin, including 

sexual sins. 

 


