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Gender Issues 
Detailed Outline 

Part 3 of 3 

III. The Biblical Passages (cont.) 

C. 1 Corinthians 14:34–35 

“The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to 

subject themselves, just as the Law also says. If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their 

own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.”  

(1 Cor. 14:34–35 NASB)  

1. It is clear that this verse is not referring to absolute silence. No one suggests that a woman 

can’t sing. So what does this injunction against “speaking” mean? 

2. This verse in context refers to the give-and-take in the church over teaching and prophecy.  

3. Women are not to enter into that, but to be silent. If they want to interact as the prophets 

and teachers do, then they should do that with their husbands at home.  

4. There are many things we could say about this passage, and difficulties with applying it. 

But, suffice it to say, this passage aligns with 2 Timothy 2:1 in restricting women from 

teaching over the whole church.  

5. Since a big part of being an elder is teaching and defending right doctrine, it follows that 

elders therefore must be men.  

D. We conclude then that God in his wisdom and order has commanded that men are to be in the 

primary leadership and teaching roles that affect the whole congregation. 

IV. The Early Church Example 

A. We note in support of this viewpoint, that Christ chose men to be designed as his apostles.  

While there were women in his entourage, they were not named as apostles. 

B. In the early church council in Acts 15:5–6 we see the followers of Christ debating the issue of 

how to accept Gentiles into the newly formed church.  

“But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to 

circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’ The apostles and the elders 

came together to look into this matter.” (Acts 15:5–6)  

C. It was the apostles and elders who came together, all men, to deal with theological issue. 

D. While in verse 22 of the same chapter we discover the whole church entered into the decision, 

clearly the apostles and elders where the ones who debated and then led in the final decision.  
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V. Elder Qualifications 

A. “Husband of one wife” (1 Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:6) 

B. Notice this qualification is stated in terms of masculinity. It doesn’t use the word “spouse” or 

even hint at female elders. 

C. Be “able to exhort in sound doctrine and refute those who contradict” and “apt to teach.” 

“. . . Holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able 

both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.” (Titus 1:9)  

D. Women are restricted from doing this in regards to men (see 1 Tim 2:12).  

VI. Application 

A. This does not mean women cannot teach or have any authority in the church. 

B. Women may be gifted as teachers and leaders. 

1. In fact, some women are better teachers and better leaders than men. 

2. But, that is not the issue here. 

3. The question is the sphere of that teaching and leadership. 

C. There are many opportunities in women’s ministries, children’s work, or discipling.  

D. Yes, women may even have the gift of pastoring, and they can exercise that gift in pastoring 

other women and children. 

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to 

much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may encourage the young women to love their 

husbands, to love their children.” (Titus 2:3–4)  

E. In my understanding, women are permitted to do almost most anything that men can do in the 

church provided: 

1. They are not teaching or exercising authority over a man. 

2. They are spiritually gifted and qualified for that ministry. 

F. So, I conclude that women are free to be coordinators, facilitators, of a wide variety of 

ministries that include men. But if a particular area of service requires teaching biblical truths 

or involve authority, then women need to defer to men in those roles.  

G. Beyond this, there is considerable freedom in Christ to serve in the body of Christ. 

Conclusion 

A. What we have presented here goes counter to many cultures and practices today. But, we must 

be committed to the Word of God. 

B. The biblical teaching on the roles of men and women in the church is rooted in timeless, 

transcendent truths—going back to the order of creation and nature of the fall and its effect on 

the relationship between the sexes.  

C. The Bible teaches that the role of elder is the responsibility of the men, not the women. 


