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II. The Motivating Power of the Value of God’s Flock  
 
Acts 20:28: Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to care for [to shepherd] the church of God, which he obtained with 
his own blood. 
  
Paul gives the Ephesian elders two powerful motivating reasons for guarding God’s flock from 
wolves.  
 

1. It is the church of God. 
 

The church we shepherd is not our church. It is God’s church, God’s own people. They are not the 
elders’ or apostles’ people. God brought this flock of people into existence. He cares for it. He 
sustains it. He provides for it. He will be with them forever. Revelation 21:3 makes very clear that 
the Lord has wanted a people for his own throughout eternity.   
 
This means that the work we do is serious work. We don't want to lose any of his people, so let us 
remember: it is the church of God we shepherd. 
 

2. It was obtained with Christ’s own blood.  
 
The second motivating force is even more powerful. Paul says that the church is that which he 
obtained with his own blood, or the blood of his own one. Here he is giving us the incalculable 
cost of these people. They have unspeakable worth. Christ pays for them with his own blood.  
 
David Gooding: “With this we touch the mainspring of all true defense and shepherding of the 
church: the cost at which God bought it” (True to the Faith: A Fresh Approach to the Acts of the 
Apostles [London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1990], 360).  
  
The price we are willing to pay for something tells us something of its value and its worth. Think of 
the worth of the church of God. There is no measurable worth. There is no price tag we can put on 
it. It is his own blood. 
  
Ephesians 5:25: Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her. Christ loved the church. He gave himself upon the cross for the church. We too should give 
ourselves for the Lord’s people and be quite willing to sacrifice our life, our health, our everything, 
if he gave himself.  
  
Richard Baxter: 
 

“Can you not hear [Christ] saying, ‘Did I die for these people, and will you then refuse to look after 
them? Were they worth My blood, and are they not worth your labor? Did I come down from 
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Heaven to seek and to save that which is lost, and will you refuse to go next door, or to the next 
street or village to seek them? How small is your labor or condescension compared to Mine! I 
debased Myself to do this, but it is your honor to be so employed. Have I done and suffered 
so much for their salvation, and will you refuse that little that lies upon your hands?’” (The 
Reformed Pastor [repr. Grand Rapids: Sovereign Grace, 1971], 55). 
 

It is of a great value to God when you care for his people. How important it is to understand the 
worth of the church of God. Thus, it is an immense honor to shepherd the church of God which he 
obtained with his own blood. 
 
Hence, it is a very serious matter when we are inattentive and do not carry out our duties properly 
to shepherd God’s flock.  
  
Remember, God is no man’s debtor. Peter tells us clearly that he will reward every shepherd when 
he appears (1 Peter 5:4). There is nothing you have done for Christ that he will not reward in a far 
greater way. 
  
In the church of God, there are no little people and no little places. You are involved in a great and 
eternal work in which the Chief Shepherd will someday fully reward you. 

 


