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Personal Life and Growth 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 3 
 

II. The Biblical Mandate to Grow in Christ (cont.) 
 

3. 2 Corinthians 4:16 
 
So we do not lose heart. Though our outward nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day.  
 
Notice, Paul doesn’t say weekly, monthly or yearly. Every day there is this inner growth, this 
conforming to Christ. In 2 Corinthians 3:18, Paul says we are being transformed from glory to 
glory. In other words, there is this daily Christlikeness formation within us. What an exciting life 
the Christian life is! We are to be consistently growing in our lives and moving forward and being 
transformed into Christlikeness.  
  
This is the vision we need to have as leaders. We are going to be leaders who continue to grow, 
press forward, mature, and become more like Christ until the day we die.  
  

4. Philippians 3:13–14 
 
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul is a man who is continually pressing forward, looking forward, going forward, never 
backward. The most natural thing for all of us is to slow down, to lose our zest for learning, to lose 
our thirst for Christ and the knowledge of Christ. That’s the most natural thing. But here is a man 
in his sixties, pressing forward, looking forward.  
  
Paul also talks about helping others press forward: I know that I will remain and continue with 
you all, for your progress and joy in the faith. (Phil. 1:25) 
  

5. 1 Peter 2:2 
 
Like newborn infants, long for [or crave] the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation.  
 
Peter uses the analogy of a newborn infant who craves milk, the sustenance of life. We too are to 
crave the pure spiritual milk which is the truth of the gospel recorded for us here in Holy 
Scripture. We know nothing of Christ, nothing of the gospel or the great truths of the gospel 
outside of the Word of God. And so, like that newborn baby who craves milk, we are to crave the 
very sustenance of life, which is the Word of God.  
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6. 2 Peter 3:18 
 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
Here’s a direct biblical charge to grow in the amazing grace and knowledge of our wonderful 
Savior. Throughout life, we are to be pursue learning about our great Savior, this great salvation 
he provided, and the wonderful truths of the gospel. This is to be a lifelong pursuit.   
  
“Leaders need to model growth.” People are like trees that grow their entire lives. There is no such 
thing as a full-grown tree. The day a tree stops growing, it starts to die. We are to grow all our 
lives. It has been said: “When you’re through improving, you are through as a leader.” A leader is a 
learner. 
  

7. Hebrews 5:11–12 
 
About this [Christ’s high priestly ministry] we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, 
since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 
you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need 
milk, not solid food.  
 
What a terrible, awful thing it is for a Christian to be dull of hearing the Word of God, hearing 
God’s voice. Peter O’Brien states that the reason these believers became dull of hearing is that they 
refused to grow. As a result of resisting growth, they became dull of listening to the Word of God, a 
most terrible condition for a believer in Christ.  
  
Frederick Bonfils: “If you live in the past, you won’t have a future.”  
 
III. Growing Christians Influence Others for God.  
 
Only growing Christians influence others for God. Oswald Sanders wrote, “Leadership is 
influence.” (Spiritual Leadership [Chicago: Moody, 2017], 29). 
 
You cannot be contagious for God if you are not growing in your faith and knowledge of Christ. If 
you are not excited about your faith, you cannot stir up others. If your mind is not expanding and if 
your heart is not growing, how can you affect the next generation, the hearts and the minds of our 
young people?  
 
To be a good leader you need energy, a lot of energy. So, I have to ask you this: do you get energy 
by growing and maturing in the knowledge of Christ? Do you have fresh knowledge of Christ and 
the Scriptures? Do you have fresh vision for the world and world missions? Do you have fresh 
ideas? Do you like to grow and press forward? Do you like to change, or are you in a spiritual rut?  
Nothing encourages me more than seeing men and women in their fifties, their sixties, their 
seventies, and their eighties going forward for God and constantly learning and changing. That 
encourages me.  
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E. Stanley Jones: 
  

There are scars on my faith, but underneath those scars there are no doubts. The song I 
sing is a life song. Not the temporary exuberance of youth that often fades when middle or 
old age sets in with their disillusionment and cynicisms . . . No, I'm eighty-three, and I am 
more excited today about being a Christian than I was eighteen when I put my feet upon 
the way.  
 

F. B. Meyer: “I do hope my Father will let the river of my life go flowing fully till the finish. I don’t 
want it to end in a swamp.”  
 
Effective Christian leadership starts with your relationship with Christ and your growth in Christ. 
  
 


