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Becoming a Bible-Reading Leader 
Detailed Outline 

Part 1 of 3 
 

Welcome to a series that is very dear to my heart. I call this series “Becoming a consistent, persistent 
Bible-reading leader.” 
 

I. Holy Scripture and the Elders’ Qualification for Eldership 
 
Writing to Titus, Paul makes these very important statements:  
 
“This is why I left you in Crete so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in 
every town as I directed you. . . . He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may 
be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” (Titus 1:5, 
9) 
 

1. To qualify as an elder, a person must “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught.” 
 
A biblical eldership is an eldership made up of people who know the Bible, the Scriptures. They have 
to cling tenaciously to the Word as taught by the apostles in order to do two things: “to instruct in 
sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. “ 
 

2.   This starts with reading the whole of Scripture. 
 
The Bible is a divine book. J.I. Packer says, “The Bible is God preaching to us.” It is God’s voice. God’s 
sword. God’s hammer. God’s light. God’s food. It’s the monarch of books. It’s the best-selling book in 
the world. It’s a divine Book written by the Holy Spirit. God is the author of the Bible. That’s why we 
need to absorb it and spend our entire life studying this Book.  
 
If we are to understand this great Book, we have to devote ourselves to it. We have to make 
sacrifices. If we want our church to be mature, healthy, and growing, then the elders need to know 
the Book, love the Book, and be excited about the Book. Weak elders produce weak churches. Weak, 
ignorant elders produce biblically ignorant churches.  
 

II. Holy Scripture and the Elder’s Personal Growth  
 
Our Lord said in John 17:17: “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 
 
We are all facing a tsunami of secularism and godlessness. It’s washing over the whole Western 
world. How can we counteract this? We have to feed our minds on truth and on the purity of God’s 
Word to make us a holy people and to mature in Christlikeness. We must absorb the Word into our 
minds and drink deeply of truth and of the sanctifying words of God. 
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Two major points about the Scriptures: 
 

1. Scripture reveals Christ! We know nothing of Christ outside the Bible.  
 
In the words of Jesus: “And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, he explained to them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27; NASB). If we’re to know Christ, to 
mature into Christlikeness, to walk with Christ, we must learn of Christ through the Scriptures.  
 

2. Scripture transforms us into Christlikeness.  
 

a) It does this by the new birth.  
 
“For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and enduring word of God.” (1 Peter 1:23; NASB) 
 
Martin Luther said, “No book teaches anything concerning eternal life except this one.”  
 

b) It nourishes the new life in Christ.  
 
Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation. (1 Peter 2:2; NASB) 
 
 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-
17; ESV) 
 
Note: God breathed-out Scripture is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” So, if you 
don’t know the Scriptures, you’re not competent to lead God’s people. You are not equipped for 
every good work.  
 
John Stott writes, “Do we hope either in our lives or in our teaching ministry to overcome error and 
grow in truth, to overcome evil and grow in holiness? Then, it is to the Scripture that we must turn. For 
Scripture is profitable for these things.”  
 
In his farewell to the Ephesian elders, Paul says, “And now, I commend you to God and to the word of 
his grace which is able to build you up” (Acts 20:32). Paul is leaving. But God will be with the elders, 
and the Word of God will be with them to build them up. The Word cannot build them up if they do 
not know the Word of his grace. 
 
Acts 20:28: “Pay careful attention to yourselves.” 
 
1 Timothy 4:16: “Pay careful attention to yourself.” 
 
You have to be the kind of leader who knows how to care for your own spiritual life. How do you do 
that? The first fundamental way is consistent, persistent reading of the whole of the Scriptures.  
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Acts 20:27: “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.” What is the whole 
counsel of God? It is Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22; it is the storyline of the Bible, the grand story of 
redemption. To teach others “the whole counsel of God” you need to read and know the whole of 
the Bible, the whole story, and know it well. Then you can teach and guide others with the Bible. 


