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Protecting from False Teachers 
Detailed Outline 

Part 3 of 4 

VII. False Prophets Bring Reproach on the Name of Christ and the Church  

A. This is Satan’s ploy. 

1. He secretly brings in slick Christian lookalikes to corrupt the church with false teaching. 

2. Then, after a little while, he methodically reveals their true colors. 

B. It’s a double-whammy: 

1. The church is damaged because of the bad teaching, and the watching world see this and is 

repulsed.   

2. Unbelievers mock the church, and they mock Christians. 

VIII. False Prophets are Greedy  

A. Money is another distinguishing mark of their pseudo-ministries. 

1. You can spot them with their large 1-800 numbers that you can call and donate to. 

2. They will spend a large part of each service or sermon on tithing and giving until it hurts. 

3. Meanwhile, they will live in luxury, take extravagant vacations, buy $400 shoes, and get air 

conditioning for their doghouses. 

B. You will know them by the love of money. 

IX. False Prophets Exploit the Weak 

A. A Trinity Broadcasting Network disclaimer: 

1. There are certainly other pathways for false teachers, but in terms of global impact, TBN is 

a world leader on exporting false teaching all throughout the globe. 

2. When you go to Latin America, Africa, or India, there are Benny Hinn and his comrades. 

3. We may not feel it here in the US, where we have a multitude of good Bible teachers. But 

the rest of the world knows nothing of this. Rather, their TVs air the trash of Word-Faith 

false prophets. 

a) Who believe that we are little gods, and we create reality with our words. 

b) It a practice from the occult. 

B. These false ministries are marked by exploiting people, especially the poorest of the 

poor. 

1. Rather than being like Paul, who said He was poor making many rich, these guys are rich 

making many people poor. They exploit the weak. 

2. And the helpless, weak, vulnerable people turn on their TVs and see these guys ask them 

for money to get God’s blessing. 

3. It’s a Ponzi scheme. 
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C. Let me just tell you that there is nothing of Christ in that! 

1. That has nothing to do with Jesus or his Good News to the world. 

2. And yet his Name is used and the Bible is used. 

3. But it’s false and it’s destructive and the weak. 

4. The weak give their life savings to the man who owns two jets. And I think God hates that! 

5. Health, wealth, prosperity, your best life now is what Satan offers. It’s what he tempted 

Jesus with.  The lust of the eyes, the pride of life. It’s satanic. 

6. Furthermore, any normal natural person would want these things.  This is what the 

unregenerate person wants!  That’s why it’s so popular. 

D. John Piper spoke to this. 

“I don’t know what you feel about the prosperity gospel but I’ll tell you what I feel about it: 

HATRED! It’s being exported from this country to Africa and Asia selling a bill of goods to the 

poorest of poor, ‘Believe this message and your kids won’t die and your wife won’t have 

miscarriages. You’ll have rings on your fingers and coats on your backs.’ That’s coming out of 

AMERICA! People that ought to be giving our money and our time and our lives, instead of 

selling them a bunch of crap called ‘gospel’! And here’s the reason why it’s so horrible. When was 

the last time an American, African, Asian ever said Jesus is all-satisfying because you drove a 

BMW? NEVER! They’ll say, ‘Did Jesus give you that?’ Yes. ‘We’ll take Jesus.’ That’s idolatry! Not 

the gospel. That’s elevating gifts above giver. I’ll tell you what makes Jesus beautiful . . . It’s when 

you smash your car and your little girl goes flying through the windshield and lands . . . dead on 

the street . . . and you say through the deepest possible pain . . . ‘God is enough. God is enough.  

He is good; He will take care of us; He will satisfy us; He will get us through this. He is our 

treasure. Whom have I in heaven but you?  And on earth there is nothing I desire besides you.  

My flesh and my heart and my little girl may fail but you are the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever . . .’ THAT makes God looks glorious.” 

E. The prosperity gospel appeals to people’s base nature. 

1. “You want to be rich, don’t you? Come to Jesus.” 

2. “You want to not feel guilty your sexual sins? You want to be positive? Come to Jesus.” 

3. “You want your best life right now? Come to Jesus. 

X. False Prophets Despise Authority  

A. False teachers can’t live under scrutiny. 

1. They are usually unaccountable and tend toward singular leadership. 

2. They put themselves in the position of a Moses and fire anyone who questions their 

position. 

B. Another way they despise authority is by nepotism. 

1. Oftentimes their boards are made up of family members and extended family members. 

2. Their spouse is a co-pastor, which means double-salary, and makes it harder to question 

their authority. 

3. They can’t stand scrutiny or accountability. 
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C. They create sub-cultures of naivety. 

1. They create a general culture of gullibility. 

2. Generally, you will be seen as immature or lacking faith if you question them or challenge 

them or test them. 

3. They despise authority or accountability. 

D. A great example of this is Diotrephes. 

“I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not 

acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked 

nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also 

stops those who want to and puts them out of the church.” (3 John 9–10 ESV) 

1. It’s not an overstatement to say, “One the biggest problems in the church today is abuse of 

authority.” 

a) There is sexual immorality.  There is financial immorality. 

b) One of the biggest problems is authority immorality. 

1) Power struggles, abusive leaders, people who control.   

2) One-man leadership, top-down, “don’t question my title” leadership attitude 

c) This is one of the reasons Alex wrote Biblical Eldership. The New Testament always 

speaks of a plurality of elders, never one man.  Actually the only place there is one 

leader leading is this passage. 

d) LBC’s leadership structure: 

1) We have seven other elders. I am one of them. Collectively, we make decisions. 

2) If I were to unilaterally make a decision on some important matter, the other six 

elders would say, “Dave, sit down and keep your mouth shut, please.” 

3) The elders won’t tolerate this kind of independent behavior. 

e) I was in a church leadership position earlier in my life, at a different church; and 

there was virtually no accountability.  The system was a set up for failure. 

2. For Diotrephes, there was no protocol of authority. 

a) He viewed himself as an independent, unaccountable agent. 

b) He didn’t submit to the apostle and so he didn’t submit to Christ. 

c) This guy thinks he is untouchable.  He is accountable to no one. 

d) He is a great example of a false teacher. 

E. Contrast the false teachers, who despise authority, with Jesus’ words to his disciples. 

“And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers 

of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall 

not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42–45) 
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XI. False Prophets Will Be Punished by God 

A. In verse 3, Peter personifies their punishment as an executioner, ready and waiting and 

not sleeping, ready to destroy those who distort and misrepresent God’s Word. 

B. Peter’s reasoning goes like this: If x is true, then how much more is y true? 

1. God punishes the unrighteous: 

a) He punished the angels and sent them to hell and chained them up in darkness. 

b) He punished the ancient world with a flood. 

1) Noah preached righteousness, but the whole world rejected him and his 

message. 

2) So God brought a flood upon the whole world. 

c) He punished Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes. 

1) Sodom and Gomorrah was obsessed with sex and every kind of perversion. 

2) They became an example of what would happen to the ungodly. 

2. He saves the righteous: 

a) He saved Noah, who lived in an apostate place. 

b) He saved Lot, who endured day after day in a place that was wicked and lawless. 

C. God has made a spectacle of false teaching, and he will do it again. 

1. False teaching will have its day in the sun, but the Lord knows how to rescue to the godly 

from trials! 

2. The Lord will glorify his Name among the nations and save his people from the corruption. 

3. The Lord will be honored. 

4. It’s about the honor of the Lord, where his Name has been so dishonored. 

5. It’s about the glory of Christ, where he has been so misrepresented and maligned. 

6. It’s about the Truth of his Word, where it has been so perverted and minimized and locked 

up and distorted and de-emphasized. 

 


