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Protecting from Satan 
Detailed Outline 

Part 1 of 5 

Introduction 
Have you ever watched an animal protect its territory? I once saw a picture of a deer on my parents’ 

property running off several Canadian geese. Apparently he didn’t want them eating his grass, or 

messing up the place. What was clear was that he was defending what he considered to be his 

territory. From the safety of my television screen I have watched a grizzly bear attempt to attack 

hikers who, in his estimation, had invaded his territory. This helps me understand why Satan is so 

aggressive in his attacks on Christians.  

I. Why is Satan So Angry? 

A. Satan is angry because he is losing his turf. 

1. Listen to the words of our Lord in Acts 26 which describe the result of evangelism: 

16 “But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you 

a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in 

which I will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to 

whom I am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light 

and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.” (Acts 26:16–18 NASB)  

a) Paul was called to invade Satan’s territory. He came to various places around the 

world, with the gospel, proclaiming to those who were in Satan’s bondage the way in 

which they might have freedom from sin, forgiveness and eternal life. 

b) When people turned to Jesus Christ by faith, they were removed from the kingdom of 

darkness, Satan’s kingdom. And they were put into the kingdom of life. 

c) In other words, when someone is saved, Satan loses another citizen of his kingdom 

2. A description of us before we came to faith in the Lord Jesus: 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to 

the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is 

now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 

of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, even as the rest. (Eph. 2:1–3)  

a) We who were lost in our sins, were under the dominion of Satan. That is why he is so 

protective of his territory when we come to faith. 

b) He does not want to lose us and he does not want us to be proclaiming our faith so 

that he loses more territory, as people come to faith in the Lord Jesus. 
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3. His attacks are intense and strong. 

We certainly see this in the life and ministry of Paul. 

4. But the promise of the Lord is that Satan would never prevail against the church, that is, 

the process by which God would draw men to himself. 

And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal 

this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon 

this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”  

(Matt. 16:17–18)  

a) When we talk about Satan, we talk about one whose power is strong and great. 

b) But, we talk about someone who ultimately will not prevail against the church. 

B. Many do not realize the seriousness and intensity of the spiritual battle.  

Two amazing Old Testament texts set the stage for our study of how the Christian is to engage 

in spiritual warfare with “our adversary the devil.” 

1. In Daniel 10 the veil is lifted, revealing unseen spiritual forces that play a major role in 

God’s program.  

a) Daniel was given a vision and sought to understand it.  

b) The angel Michael was dispatched to give Daniel the interpretation of his vision, but 

he was delayed for three weeks.  

c) He explained his delay: the “prince of the kingdom of Persia” was dispatched to 

prevent his arrival.  

d) With the help of “one of the chief princes” Michael was able to overcome this 

spiritual opposition and appear before Daniel with the interpretation of his vision.  

e) The interesting thing is the Satanic involvement in the affairs of believers in this life, 

even in man as great as Daniel.  

f) Notice also, that fallen angelic powers, demonic forces appear to be somehow allied 

with earthly rulers. Prince of the kingdom of Persia. In Ezekiel (ch. 28) and Daniel we 

see Satan likened to the king of Tyre and the king of Babylon. 

g) Thus, the things, which we see in earthly kingdoms, seem to have an angelic or 

demonic, counterpart.  

2. The good news: The angelic beings with us are greater than those who oppose us.  

a) I’m reminded of the story of Elisha and his servant in 2 Kings 6.  

b) The king of Syria sent a very large army to do away with Elisha the prophet because 

he had been revealing the king of Syria’s military plans to the king of Israel.  

c) When Elisha’s servant went out one morning he was terrified by the sight of a 

massive Syrian army surrounding them. It looked like they were finished. 
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d) Elisha prayed that his servant would be granted spiritual sight to “see” the God’s 

vastly superior heavenly “army” which was protecting them. 

e) God blinds the Syrian army and leads them literally into the hands of the Israelite.  

f) Spiritual forces are at work in spiritual battles of which we church leaders have 

become a part. 

C. Satan seems to single out leaders for opposition more so than others.  

1. When you affect the leader, you can affect those under his leadership. 

2. Jehoshaphat and Ahab in 1 Kings 22.  

a) Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, joins forces with Ahab, king of Israel, and agrees to go to 

battle against the king of Syria.  

b) As he goes, the king of Israel shrewdly recognizes the danger and that if goes in his 

kingly garments the Syrians would go right for him.  

c) Ahab conceals his identity as the leader of the Israelite army, so that the king of Syria 

will concentrate on killing Jehoshaphat. When the Syrians go after Jehoshaphat in his 

royal garments, they recognize it is not the king of Israel.  

d) That’s when a soldier lets fly with an arrow, and it just per chance kills Ahab.  

e) God foils that plan, but we see why Syria’s forces sought to kill the king, for in so 

doing they would defeat the army. 

f) Killing the leader can win the battle. 

3. This is story of Ahithophel. 

a) His counsel to Absalom: Kill David and his army will be defeated.  

b) God, we are told, overruled the “good counsel” of Ahithophel through the counsel of 

Hushai, a supporter of David (2 Sam. 17:1–15). 

c) Hushai counters that advice. 

d) Scripture is clear: that affecting a leader, and everyone under him will be affected. 

4. The spiritual warfare in which we are engaged is intense, and the enemy wants nothing 

less than to destroy us.  

a) He is particularly focusing on leaders in the church.  

b) In the following lessons we will seek to better understand our enemy, the devil, his 

character, and his methods of attack, as well as our divinely provided defenses, so 

that we can be overcomers in this struggle. 

c) So I challenge you to continue with us in our study of the spiritual warfare in which 

we are engage, with a view to being overcomers through the blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  
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Protecting from Satan 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 5 

Introduction 

The book of Proverbs, as one has said, is written to little princes and princesses, preparing them to be 
kings and queens. It is interesting to note that much of Proverbs is devoted to the matter of character. 
We find in Proverbs the simple, the fool, the scoffer, the sluggard, and the wise. 

Knowing one’s character is the basis for deciding whether or not to associate with them, whether or 
not to confide in them, and whether or not to seek their counsel. 

I would like to start this lesson by looking at Satan’s character, as described in the Bible. Knowing his 
character should motivate us to flee from him, as well as to enable us to recognize his presence. 

II. The Character of Satan 

A. He is a liar and a murderer (John 8:44, Gen. 3:4). 

1. Our Lord Jesus says of Satan, he is a liar and a murderer (John 8:44). 

2. Our first introduction of him in Genesis 3 makes that clear. He denies the fact that Adam 

and Eve will surely die if they eat of the forbidden fruit. And of course, the result of that 

failure in the garden was death. Satan is a murderer and liar from the very beginning. 

B. He is a tempter (Gen. 3, Matt. 4, Luke 4). 

1. Satan tempts Eve, and through her, Adam. 

2. Satan tempts our Lord three times, to set him on a path that would make him independent 

of the Father, and set him on a path other than a path to the cross. 

C. He is an accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10, see also Zec. 3). 

1. He not only tempts us to sin, but accuses us of guilt, which he has helped to bring about. 

2. He gets us both coming and going. 

D. He is arrogant (Job 1–2, Luke 4:5–6, 22:31, 2 Cor. 11:20). 

1. He speaks so confidently to Eve, he even “corrects” what God has told her. 

2. When he tempts the Lord Jesus, he claims more than what is his—he says he has the ability 

to give things to our Lord, who is surely greater than Satan. 

3. When Jesus speaks to Peter, he says: 

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat.”  

(Luke 22:31 NASB)  

4. He works through servants who are often arrogant. Paul talks about those messengers of 

Satan who will slap you on the face, push your around, those who speak confidently.  
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E. He is a thief (Mark 4:15, Luke 8:12). 

He is the one who when the seed is sown, he snatches it up, lest people would believe. 

F. He is a deceiver (Rev. 12:9). 

He distorts the truth and teaches that which is false. 

G. He is evil. 

1. He is called “the evil one.” (Matt. 13:19) 

2. His servants are called “evil spirits.” 

H. He is determined to destroy us (1 Peter 5:8). 

He goes about like a roaring lion. 

III. The Character of God Contrasted with the Character of Satan 

A. The character of Satan is a rather depressing picture, and we don’t want to dwell on it 

for too long.  

B. But I suggest to you that take those “attributes” of Satan and set them along side of the 

attributes of God. Satan is almost a reverse image of God.  

C. So Satan’s character can help us in helping us to look to God who is the opposite. 

D. Satan’s goal is to make us look like himself.  

E. But when we came to faith in Jesus Christ, we are now being renewed and restored to 

Christ’s image. 

 

Satan’s Character God’s Character (attributes) 

Liar (John 8:44)  Truth (John 14:6) 

Murderer (John 8:44) Life giver (John 14:6) 

Evil (Matt. 13:19) Holy (1 Pet. 1:15-19) 

Tempter (Genesis 3)  He cleanses & sanctifies (Eph. 5:25–27) 

Accuser (Rev. 12:10)  Advocate (1 John 2:1) 

A taker (thief –Mark 4:15) Giver (James 1:17) 

Arrogant (Job 1–2; Luke 22:31) Meek (Matthew 11:28–30) 
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Protecting from Satan 
Detailed Outline 

Part 3 of 5 

Introduction 

If I were a police officer I would probably have titled this lesson “Satan’s M.O.” (Modus Operandi, or 

Mode of Operating). We are wanting to do “profiling” on Satan. We have the assumption that people 

behave in a regular and predictable way. For example, when my wife and I got to church, we always 

sit in the same pew, because we are people of habit. So generally if you want to know where to find us 

on Sunday mornings, you will know where to look.  

Satan has his profile. He has his own way of doing things. It’s predictable and discoverable.   

IV. Satan’s Tactics 

A. Initial thoughts 

. . . So that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.  
(2 Cor. 2:11 NASB)  

1. This is referring to the man in 1 Corinthians 5 who was disciplined for sleeping with his 

father’s wife. Paul called upon the church to separate themselves from him in discipline. 

And he has even said that he is to be turned over to Satan so that his flesh may be 

destroyed, but his spirit saved in the day of the Lord. In 1 Corinthians 5, it appears this 

man may have repented but the church has been reticent to restore him to fellowship.  

2. Paul is saying that their failure to do so may actually make this man more vulnerable to 

Satan’s attacks. So he adds the statement, “So that no advantage of us may be taken by 

Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.” 

3. If we understand Satan’s tactics, we are more able to recognize them and to resist them. 

B. His tactics 

1. Satan specializes in leadership. 

a) If you bring down a leader, you can effect the downfall of the people. 

b) In Psalm 73 Asaph, the psalmist, is complaining because he theologically believers 

that God rewards those who are righteous and yet his experience seems to indicate 

that it is the wicked who are prospering and the righteous who are suffering. 

c) Asaph confessed that his feet were near to slipping, and he was tempted, as it were, 

to give it up. And then he makes this comment: 

If I had said, “I will speak thus,” Behold, I would have betrayed the generation of Your 
children. (Ps. 73:15)  

d) Asaph was a leader in worship, and he knew that if he gave up he would not only 

have affected his own life, but he would have affected the lives of many others. 
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e) We have seen that throughout history and in our own day. Leaders who fail are often 

instruments of discouragement and failure in the lives of those who follow them. 

f) Satan attacked: 

1) Adam  

2) David (in several ways, Bathsheba, numbering Israel 1 Chron. 21:1) 

3) He attacked Joshua the High Priest (Zec. 3) 

4) He opposed our Lord (temptation in the wilderness, through Judas and in the 

Gethsemane) 

5) He sought to use Peter in working against our Lord (“Satan has demanded to sift 

you like wheat” Luke 22:31). 

6) He attacked Paul (“a messenger from Satan to torment me.” 2 Cor. 12:7) 

2. Satan disguises himself as a friend, helper, or teacher. 

a) Satan is devious, scheming (Eph. 6:11), and crafty (Gen. 3:1). 

b) We should expect him to act in ways not consistent with who he is. He often puts on 

a disguise. 

c) Came as a friend one who can help Eve find a better way. He presents himself as an 

expert who knows and whose statements can be trusted (Gen. 3). 

d) He seeks to help Jesus gain more by following his (i.e. Satan’s) counsel, and solve his 

hunger problem (Matt. 4, Luke 4). 

e) He comes as an angel of life (2 Cor. 11), one who comes regarding himself as a 

teacher, one who guides others. You can almost see Satan behind the pulpit, looking 

like his message is intended to help you. 

3. Satan often uses others to achieve his purposes, rather than to approach men directly. 

a) He used Eve to get to Adam. He did not attack Adam directly, but indirectly. 

b) He used Judas to get to Jesus. 

c) He attempted to use Peter to divert Jesus from His sacrificial death on the cross 

(Matt. 16:23; Mark 8:33). 

d) He employs false apostles, “angels” of light to deceive Christians (2 Cor. 11:3, 13–15). 

e) He employs demons to do much of his dirty work (2 Cor. 12:7). 

f) He also uses the world (see Matt. 16:23) and the flesh (see Rom. 7:7ff.) in his attacks. 

4. Satan uses physical affliction. 

a) He afflicted Job (Job 1 and 2). Clearly, God limits Satan here, but it is nonetheless 

Satan that brings the affliction. 
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b) He afflicted Paul with a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7, see also 1 

Corinthians 5:5; 1 Timothy 1:20). Often when God is about to do something great in a 

person’s life, they find themselves in serious physical affliction.  

5. Satan opposes us through accusation (Zech 3:1 – Joshua the high priest; Rev. 12:10 – the 

accuser of the brethren) 

6. Satan uses deception and false teaching (Rev. 12:9; 2 Cor. 11; 1 Tim. 2:14; 4:1f.) He loves to 

distort the truth, twist the scripture. 

7. Satan opposes by promoting insubordination. 

a) He is the supreme example of subordination as seen in Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28. He 

wasn’t content in being Number 2, he wanted to be Number 1. 

b) He encourages Eve to act independently of her husband. Satan encourages Adam and 

Even to act in insubordination to God.  

c) His temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4 and Luke 4 was to act independently of the 

Father, thereby setting aside His subjection to Him. 

d) By prompting Judas to betray Jesus (Luke 22:3; John 13:27) 
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Protecting from Satan 
Detailed Outline 

Part 4 of 5 

Introduction 

After Pentecost the apostles had set Jerusalem on its ear. They preached that Jesus was the Messiah 

and that He had risen from the dead, having died as a sacrifice for our sins. This preaching was 

accompanied by many miracles. The Sadducees were filled with jealousy and sought to silence the 

apostles.  They were put in jail but God miraculously released them. They found the apostles the next 

day and brought them before the Council.  They warned them not to preach in the name of Jesus and 

the apostles refused.  The Jews were infuriated and wanted to kill them.   

Gamaliel, a prominent Jewish teacher, stood up and reasoned with his peers. I find his argument 

fascinating. Essentially he argued from their history that movement died when their leader died (Acts 

5:33–40). Jesus, the apostles’ leader had just died.  The movement He had begun would likely die with 

Him.  And if not, then this movement must be the work of God and they dare not oppose Him. 

Movements die with their leaders.  It is no wonder, then, that Satan targets Christian leader for his 

attacks. 

In this lesson we will concentrate on the ways in which leaders can expect Satan to attack them. When 

you think through the Old and New Testaments, you will find Satan focuses on leaders. That is 

because leaders can impact many others, and attacking a leader and bringing out his failure will 

negatively impact a great number of people. So it is important for us to consider some of the ways 

Satan may attack leadership, in particular, in the church. 

V. How Satan Attacks Church Leaders  

A. Hindering our spiritual activities 

1. Our plans  

Paul recognized that the delay of his plans was Satanic in origin. 

For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us.  
(1 Thess. 2:18 NASB)  

2. Our witness/evangelism (Elymas/Bar-Jesus, hindering the conversion with Sergius Paulus 

in Acts 13:8–11) 

But Elymas the magician . . . was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the 
faith. But Saul . . . filled with the Holy Spirit . . . said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, 
you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the 
straight ways of the Lord?” (Acts 13:8–10)  

The devil was at work through that man in hindering the work of evangelism. 

 

3. Our prayers and communication or understanding 
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a) The answer to Daniel’s prayer was delayed three weeks because of demonic 

hindrance. 

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; 
then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me . . .” (Dan. 10:13)  

b) One of the most frequent times when we sense distractions is when we come to pray.  

Some of the strangest things come to our mind, we wander here and there. Satan 

loves to distract and keep us from those the important things. 

B. Providing ungodly counsel  

1. Opposition as Satan speaks through those close to us, but with a worldly point of view, 

rather than a divine perspective  

2. Peter thought that dying on the cross was absolutely inconsistent with Jesus coming as 

Messiah. Peter was wrong, and he spoke for Satan when he spoke from the standpoint of 

men rather than from the stand point of God. 

Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never 
happen to You.” But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” 
 (Matt. 16:22–23)  

3. It is a chilling thought that a Christian could speak to another Christian using the words 

that Satan desires. 

4. From my experience, when decisions need to be made, almost always there will be those 

who come along side with counsel which in reality is worldly counsel. It is viewing things 

from man’s perspective rather than God’s. 

5. Some of the worst advice you will get is from well-meaning Christians. Peter was well 

meaning, but he was wrong. 

6. We need to be careful not to listen to counsel contrary to God’s plans and in His Word. 

7. An intensified version of that are the pronouncements of false prophets.  

C. Causing physical affliction  

1. Job in Job 1 & 2 - Satan’s belief was that no one would continue to serve God and suffer.  So 

he wanted to hinder Job from being faithful to God. 

2. Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7; cf. 1 Cor. 5:5) – Satan’s attempt to hinder Paul.  

3. Suffering can come in the form of physical suffering, but also in other ways of suffering. 

D. Tempting us to hypocrisy  

1. Satan uses hypocrisy, and we are all prone to and vulnerable to it. 

2. In 1 Timothy 4:2, Paul speaks of these people who claim a piety regarding things which 

God has not prohibited, setting a standard excessively high, and in so doing causing 

believers to violate their own consciences.  These were people trying to look more pious 

for their extreme self-denial—this was hypocrisy. 
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. . . Deceitful spirits and doctrine of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their 
own conscience as with a branding iron. (1 Tim. 4:1–2)  

3. Jesus’ condemned of the Pharisees as hypocrites for the gap between their teaching and 

their practice (Matt. 23:1–3).   

a) I believe this is why the qualifications for leaders are so much related to conduct, as 

well as doctrine.   

b) I believe it is also why Paul strongly exhorts Timothy regarding his doctrine and his 

practice (1 Tim. 4:11–16). 

4. Leaders are often expected by others to meet a much higher standard than others, and to 

be considerably more spiritual. 

5. The danger is that we may become hypocritical, desiring to appear to be more godly and 

spiritual than we are. 

6. I believe that our hypocrisy gives Satan a foothold, and that he seeks to widen the gap 

between doctrine and practice until we are useless. 

E. Cause us to abuse or misuse our authority 

1. Arrogance (see Deut. 17:18–20, esp. v. 20) 

a) Deuteronomy 17 God gives instruction to the kings, not to assimilate great masses of 

horses and chariots and foreign wives. Part of the reason is that those are the means 

by which other nations’ kings found comfort and safety. 

b) It is no wonder that David wanted to number the Israelite armies (1 Chron. 21:1ff). 

He wanted a sense of what power there was there for him. It was sin. 

c) It is no wonder that David wanted misuse his position of power to take another 

man’s wife (Bathsheba). 

d) It is no wonder that the king of Babylon in Isaiah 14 is described as “arrogant in his 

power.” 

e) The king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28 is arrogant in his power. That is Satan like. 

f) In Daniel 4, Daniel tells King Nebuchadnezzar that it will be his arrogance that will 

lead to his downfall. 

2. Loss of servant’s heart 

a) When see yourself as overly important and your power is over the weak, then you 

begin to use the weak to minister to you as opposed to you ministering to them.  

b) The Pharisees were described as those stealing widows’ houses. (Matt. 23:14) 

F. Through fleshly indulgence/immorality   

1. We see this in David’s life, Solomon and in our newspapers today. 

2. Countless pastors and Christian leaders have fallen into sexual immorality. 
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G. Through misguided ambition 

1. Ambition can be concealed behind “zeal.” 

2. But it can be ambition to better, to be first. 

a) The disciples desiring to sit at the left and the right hand of the Lord Jesus 

b) Seeking a personal following (1 Cor. 1; Acts 20) 

c) A solo mindset (it’s just about me) 

d) Elijah – “I alone am left.” 

e) Diotrophes – 3 John 9, who desired to be first among everyone. 

H. Through people-pleasing  

1. The desire to be well thought of 

2. Peter caved in to Judaizers (along with Barnabas) – Galatians 2. 

3. His desire to please others affected Barnabas and probably some others. 

4. You might say Peter failed to lead and instead followed the wrong folks. 

5. Leaders who are people pleasers will probably find themselves open to Satanic attack. 

VI. The Christian’s Defense against Satanic Attack 

A. Plurality 

1. In Acts 20, Paul tells them that some of them will depart from the faith.  

2. The beauty is that with plurality of leadership, you don’t have one man that Satan can take 

down and ruin the whole work.  The others are there to carry on. 

3. Plurality also means the each elder has the other elders to hold him accountable and to 

correct error early on before it becomes a larger problem. 

B. We have the assurance and confidence that Satan is a defeated foe. 

“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.” (John 12:31)  

C. When Jesus talks about the work of the Spirit in convicting the world, he says,  

“. . . Concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.” (John 16:11)  

D. Satan’s power is limited, we ought to know his devices and put on the whole armor of 

God, including prayer. 
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Protecting from Satan 
Detailed Outline 

Part 5 of 5  

Introduction 

Years ago, when I was in college, I read William L. Shirer’s book entitled The Rise and Fall of the Third 

Reich. I confess that I remember all too little of what I read, and the details are muddled in my mind. 

What I do remember is an account of one of Hitler’s blitzkrieg attacks on a highly vulnerable Eastern 

European nation (I think it was Czechoslovakia). Hitler attacked with lightning speed, with a huge 

army, using aircraft, heavy armament, and tanks. The defending army was unbelievably weak in 

comparison. They sought to defend themselves with soldiers on horseback, using the equivalent of 

bows and arrows, and throwing stones. How could they possibly think they could win against Hitler’s 

vastly superior power? 

My point in this is that Satan, like Hitler’s army, is vastly more powerful than mere mortals. If we 

attempt to resist his attacks by human strength and methods, we will quickly and easily be defeated. 

In this lesson we will seek to focus on the divinely provided and empowered defenses which we must 

employ in order to resist the wiles of the devil. 

VII. Divine Defenses against Satan’s Attacks 

A. Foundational truths – the basis of our defense against Satan  

1. We are weak and unable to withstand Satan’s attacks in our own strength or wisdom.  

2. Satan’s power is limited, and he does nothing without God’s permission (Job). 

3. God allows Satan to attack and afflict the saints, but He does so to achieve his good 

purposes (Job, Paul, sinner in 1 Cor. 5). 

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this 
present result, to preserve many people alive.” (Gen. 50:20 NASB)  

4. The battle has been won. 

a) Satan has been defeated, through the work of Jesus on the cross of Calvary.  

b) The outcome is not uncertain; it is finished. 

5. We have divinely provided and designated defenses.  

B. The divinely provided defenses against Satanic attack 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so 
that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up 
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, 
to stand firm. (Eph. 6:10–13)  
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1. Truth (6:14)  

a) Satan is a liar and a deceiver. 

b) No better defense against Satan than the truth. 

2. Righteousness (6:14)  

a) This can only be the righteousness we have in Christ, given to us by the Lord.  

b) Satan is the Accuser, and our defense in our righteousness in him. 

3. Preparation of the gospel of peace (6:15)  

a) The proclamation of the gospel is the means by which men are forgiven and freed 

from Satan’s grasp.  

b) This is a weapon we use for others. 

c) Satan is defeated when people are plucked out of his kingdom through the preaching 

of the gospel. 

4.  Shield of faith (6:16)  

a) Satan’s “darts” are his efforts to produce doubt.  

b) He did that beginning in Genesis 3, when he created doubt in her mind that God’s 

command was right and that God was doing right by her.  

5. Helmet of salvation (6:17) 

a) The work of Christ at Calvary is the basis of our salvation. 

b) It is the basis of our sanctification. 

c) It is the basis for our deliverance from Satan’s attacks. 

d) False teachers turn their eyes from the cross of Christ. 

e) Paul’s message was centered on Christ and his cross. 

6. Prayer (6:18–19) 

a) It is by this means that we summon spiritual help from God’s powerful resources (as 

we see in Dan. 10).  

b) It is an interesting thing when you study the book of Acts to see what happens in 

response to the prayers of God’s people. 

c) The deliverance of Peter from prison (and certain death) in Acts 12 came about by 

prayer. 

Conclusion: I would challenge you to read through and sing the words of Martin Luther’s great 
hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

 


