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Gender Issues 
Detailed Outline 

Part 1 of 3 

Introduction 

A. A big question in the study of biblical eldership is whether women are permitted to be elders.  

B. This subject is polarizing.  In the western world, in most developed countries, egalitarianism 

continues to grow—the belief that the roles of men and women are interchangeable, except of 

course in their respective participation in procreation and obviously physical differences. 

C. But the Bible has very specific statements regarding women’s roles in teaching and leadership 

situations. As Bible-believing Christians, we need to wrestle with these passages, honestly and 

submissively. 

D. We cannot go into every aspect of the subject of gender in the church, home, and society.   

1. Some of the arguments are quite technical, detailed. I am quite familiar with most of them. 

2. Many books have been written. Both Alex Strauch, another member of the Biblical 

Eldership Resources team, and I both have written extensively on this crucial subject. 

3. See the Recommended Resources panel. 

E. Here I am presenting the broad sweep of how the gender issue affects the ministry and roles of 

elders, particularly in the area of authority and teaching.  

I. Foundational Biblical Principles 

A. We believe all of Scripture is inspired and without error. 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 

work.” (2 Tim. 3:16–17 NASB)  

1. Scripture is God’s Word and is inspired. It is without error. 

2. It is useful for application to the Christian walk.   

3. Not just a matter of being right, but of doing what is right and acting rightly, “equipped for 

every good work.” 

4. And Scripture should affect how we order our churches. In fact, Paul says this: 

“I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, 

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.” (1 Tim. 3:15)  
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B. Paul’s writings are inspired by God also. 

1. Why do I stress this point? 

a) Most of the New Testament teaching on gender roles are in Paul’s letters. 

b) Views that reflect a low view of Scripture 

1) Some hold to a most extreme view that Paul was a misogynist, prejudiced, and a 

chauvinist. 

2) Others are not quite so extreme, but talk of Paul being inadvertently influenced 

by the culture of his day. 

3) These assume that his writings were not inspired, at least not when it comes to 

gender issues. 

c) Others say that he knowingly acquiesced to the culture of his day, so as not to cause 

any stumbling block for the gospel.  But, if you follow his trajectory, then at some 

point, when people accept the gospel and grow in their faith, then they will realize 

what Paul was doing. However, in reasoning like this, we place the entire Bible on 

shaky grounds, for how can we discern what is on a trajectory to something else, and 

what isn’t?  

d) Today, there are new, novel ways for interpreting the key passages that before the 

last 50–100 years were never considered to be orthodox. In some cases, some 

interpreters have devised a new hermeneutic for revising what had been virtually 

universally accepted as the clear meaning of the key passages.  

e) So the writings of Paul are crucial to the subject of gender and the church, in 

particular for our study, the role of elders. 

f) We must begin with the fact that, whatever they mean, they are inspired by the Holy 

Spirit of God. 

2. Listen to what Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, says of Paul’s writings: 

“. . . Just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as 

also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 

understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the 

Scriptures, to their own destruction.” (2 Peter 3:15–16)  

3. Writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the apostle Peter teaches that Paul’s 

teachings are on the same level as “the rest of the Scripture.”  

4. Notice, even he found some of Paul’s writings difficult to understand. I don’t feel so bad 

when I struggle with some of his writings; I am in good company! 

5. But, note also, even in Peter’s time, the writings of Paul were being distorted. 

6. To ignore or handle carelessly the letters of Paul is to tamper with Scripture. We need to 

take His writings very, very seriously. We dismiss them at our own peril. 
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C. The biblical authors wrote within certain cultural contexts and these things need to be 

taken into careful consideration.  

1. Too easily people today dismiss teachings of Scripture by “punting” to the cultural issues. 

It goes something like this: “I don’t do that thing today, because the teaching of Scripture is 

confined to or makes sense only in the culture of that day.” 

2. However, God at times did take culturally significant activities and immortalized them for 

the church across all cultures. For example, baptism was a common practice used in the 

first century by other cults and religions, as an initiatory rite. The same is true with the 

Lord’s Supper, a communal meal for adherents of a religion. These were not unique to 

Christianity. But God in his timeless plan has taken these cultural/religious symbols, lifted 

them out of their first-century context, and intended them for Christians until Christ 

returns. 

3. Some teaching is clearly rooted in first-century practice, but is not presented with any 

understanding or rationale for enduring practice. 

“No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 

frequent ailments.” (1 Tim. 5:23)  

“Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.” (Rom. 16:16; see 

also 1 Cor. 16:20, 2 Cor. 13:12, 1 Thess. 5:26)   

We would expect that if God had wanted us to follow these practices (take wine for 

medicinal purposes, greeting with a holy kiss), there might be a biblical rationale 

presented that loosens the activity from a specific cultural application to become more 

universal in practice.  Otherwise, we would be traveling only by foot or boat (as Jesus or 

Paul did), or continually sending home for our cloaks, parchments and books (2 Tim. 4:13).  

Obviously, there needs to be a principle for distinguishing that which was casual activity, 

time-culture dependent activities and that which is to be enduring.  In fact, every 

command of Scripture was given in a particular cultural setting.  

I believe the interpretive or hermeneutical principle to follow is this: that which is taught 

and explained in a way that makes clear that the teaching is to be universal should be 

followed by the church through the ages and across cultures.   

4. The writers of Scripture were not bound by their culture. They never shrank back from 

teaching things that were countercultural or unpopular. For example: 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be 

circumcised.” (Gal. 2:3)  

“But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling 

block of the cross has been abolished.” (Gal. 5:11)  

“Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer . . .” (Acts 17:32)  


