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Gender Issues 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 3 

II. The Biblical Passages 

A. Galatians 3:28  

1. This is a foundational verse. 

2. We need to read it carefully. We need to read it for all its worth, and we also should not to 

read too much into it, things that are not there. Let’s pick up the context: 

24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by 

faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are all sons of 

God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. 

(Gal. 3:24–29 NASB)  

3. This idea, that women are accepted on an equal basis before God, was revolutionary. 

Notice, it says “neither male nor female.”  That was just as revolutionary as “neither Jew 

nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man . . .”   

4. In context, equality has to do with our “sonship,” for we “are all one in Christ Jesus.” We 

share in the promise of Abraham, because we have become his descendants through faith. 

5. Some claim this passage indicates all role distinctions are removed. So for example, 

everything that is open for a man to do, a woman can do, including being an elder or a 

pastor. 

6. However, the equality in this context says nothing about roles in the church or marriage.  It 

only speaks of our relationship to Christ. Or as Peter puts it, each one of us, male and 

female, is a “fellow heir of the grace of life” (1 Peter 5:7b). 

7. Clearly, Galatians 3:28 cannot set aside all role distinctions because there are some things 

in Scripture that remain different for men and women. For example, a man is free to marry 

a woman, but a woman is not free to marry a woman. And a woman is free to marry a man, 

but a man is not free to marry another man. Galatians 3:28 does not remove that role 

distinction. So therefore, Galatians 3:28 is not an all-encompassing statement. We look to 

the context to determine the scope of the oneness in Christ Jesus. And the context speaks 

about our sonship in Christ, our relationship as fellow heirs of God’s blessing. 

8. So, we conclude that while Galatians 3:28 is an important verse for women in that it 

asserts there is no difference in how we are accepted by God, it does not address the issue 

of women in leadership or teaching or of women as elders.  
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9. At best, Galatians 3:28 leaves the question unaddressed. We need to look to other 

Scriptures to help us understand what God has to say about gender roles in the leadership 

of the church. 

10. Principle of hermeneutics: let Scripture interpret Scripture. Let the clearer passages 

inform our understanding of the less clear passages. 

B. 1 Timothy 2:12-14 

“12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.  
13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, 

but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. (1 Tim. 2:12–14)  

1. We don’t have time to go into the details, but I will outline a few observations. 

2. Teaching and authority are affected by gender in the church: 

a) Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, makes it clear that there is gender role 

distinction in the teaching ministry of the church and in the authority structure of the 

church. These limitations are: 

1) Women are not to teach men in the church. 

2) Women are not to exercise any authority role over men in the church. 

b) Other passages indicate that women have a wide-ranging ministry in teaching other 

women and children, but not when it involves teaching or having authority over men. 

3. The meaning of “teach or exercise authority” 

a) Some may debate the meaning of the words “to teach or exercise authority.”  

b) But the scholars who worked on major English translations render this the same.  

4. The reason for the instruction 

a) Notice that Paul gives his reason for the instruction. It is not simply to fit in with the 

culture or acquiesce to the cultural norms. He roots his teaching in the creation 

narrative, the order of creation of Adam first and the nature of the fall. This rationale 

transcends cultural limitations. 

b) Now, there is a popular interpretation that Paul is addressing unruly women in the 

city of Ephesus, where Timothy resided when he would have received this letter 

from Paul. According to this interpretation, those women were teaching in an 

authoritarian, oppressive way. That kind of teaching is never permissible in the 

church. But teaching by women that is done in a Christlike way would be acceptable 

and permissible.  

c) The problem with that interpretation is that is simply not what the passage here 

says. I would ask this question: Why would Paul address in this passage women who 

were teaching in a wrong sort of manner, when the specific people he does mention 

by name in his letter that are teaching wrongly, are in fact men? The most natural 
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interpretation is that Paul was prohibiting women from teaching or having authority 

over men, just as it is rendered by the translations.  

5. Paul is giving a command. 

a) Finally, Paul does not present this teaching as an optional idea if it fits in with your 

situation. He says, “I do not allow . . .” Some translations render it “I do not permit.”   

b) This is a strong way of asserting his point.   

c) He intends his teaching to be binding, non-optional command.   

6. This command transcends time and culture. He roots his teaching in the creation and fall 

narratives:  

a) The order of creation (Adam first and then woman) 

b) The nature of the fall (Eve was deceived, Adam was not—he knowingly sinned) 

7. Problematic verse 

15 But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and 

love and sanctity with self-restraint.” (2 Tim 2:15) 

Some argue that verse 15 confuses the whole issue.  

a) “Women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith 

and love and sanctity with self-restraint.”  

b) Well, that verse is a difficult one, and it is difficult no matter what view you hold 

(unless you want to say that Paul was simply wrong in v. 15 like he was wrong in vv. 

12–14). 

c) So whatever this verse means, it does not affect our interpretation of Paul’s 

command one way or the other. 

 


