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Introduction  

I. Act in the Spirit: When Facing Conflict, Do Not Display “the Works of the 
F___________.” 

 

II. Act in the Spirit: When Facing Conflict, Display “the F________________ of the Spirit.”  

A. Walk by the Spirit.  

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. . . . But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. . . . If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 
Spirit.” (Gal. 5:16, 18, 25)  

 

B. Display the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

III. Act in the Spirit: When Facing Conflict, Display “the Wisdom from A_______________.”  

A. Wisdom from above (James 3:17).  

 

B. Wisdom from below (James 3:2-4:6). 

 

VI. Practical A______________________ and Suggestions for Acting in the Spirit: 

A. Pray.  

 

B. Check our attitudes and conduct.  

 

C. Seek counsel from other solid Spirit-filled believers.  

 

D. Treat others with kindness and gentleness.  

 

E. Be humble and open to correction. 
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IV. Act in Love: Love Defines How to Act When F________________ Conflict.  

 

V. Act in Love:  Love Does Not Seek R______________________ for Wrongs Suffered.  

 

VI. Act in Love: Love Overcomes Evil Through P_____________, F________________________, 
And K_________________________.  

 

 

VII. Act in Love: Love Covers a Multitude of S________________.  

 

 

VIII. Acting in Humility 

A. How can an eldership actually live in unity? 

 

B. The Answer:  C____________________ H_______________________ (Phil. 2:5–6, 8)  

 

 

IX. Act in Humility: Address Wrong a______________________ in the Eldership. 

A. Denounce the wrong attitude of selfish a_______________________. 

 

B. Denounce the wrong attitude of c______________________ or pride. 

 

 

X. Act in Humility: Model S___________________________ in the Eldership.  
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XI. Controlling the A_________________ 

XII. Controlling Anger: Be S________________ to Anger. 

“Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, for the anger of man does not 
produce the righteousness that God requires.” (James 1:19-20 ESV)  

XIII. Controlling Anger: Control the P_________________ of Anger.  

A. Be angry, but do not sin.  

 

B. Deal with anger promptly, and do not give the devil a helping hand.  

 

C. Be calm, and don’t escalate conflict. 

 

XIV. Controlling Anger: Strip Off the O______ L_________ of Anger, and Put on the New 
C____________________ of Christ-Like Character.  

A. Take off the old garments.  

“But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander . . . seeing that you have 
put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator.” (Col. 3:8–10)  

 

 

 

B. Put on the new clothes.  

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” (Col. 3:12–
14)   
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“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Eph. 4:29–30 ESV)  

XV. Controlling the Tongue: B_____________ the Tongue. 

“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person’s religion is worthless.” (James 1:26)  

 

XVI. Controlling the Tongue: Be Quick to H____________________. 

 

XVII. Controlling the Tongue: Be Slow to S______________. 

 

XVIII. Controlling the Tongue: Choose the Right W_____________________. 

 “A harsh word stirs up anger.” (Prov. 15:1) 

 

XIX. Controlling the Tongue: Eliminate C_______________ Words From Your Vocabulary.  

 

XX. Controlling the Tongue: Don’t Use I_____________________________ Speech. 

 

XXI. Controlling Criticism: Stop G_________________________ and Quarreling. 

A. Pray  

B. Check your attitudes and motives  

C. Speak gently  

D. Balance criticism with words of encouragement  

E. Use Scripture to instruct  

F. Welcome criticism 
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Introduction 

G. The B____________________________ of 3 John 

 

H. Diotrephes 

“I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does 
not acknowledge our authority. So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked 
nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also 
stops those who want to and puts them out of the church.” (3 John 9-10 ESV) 

 

 

XXII. The Five Traits of Diotrephes 

A. Diotrephes sought p________________________________. 

“So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.” (1 Peter 5:1–4, bold added) 

 

 

B. Diotrephes rejected a__________________________. 

 

 

C. Diotrephes g__________________________ maliciously. 

 

 

D. Diotrephes refused h_______________________________ to believers. 

 

 

E. Diotrephes c_________________________ others. 
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XXIII. Biblical Antidotes to the Diotrephes Syndrome 

A. Don’t imitate evil, but imitate g___________________ (3 John 11). 

1. Imitating good 

2. Recognize the D_________________________ in us all. 

 

B. Diotrephes sought preeminence. The antidote: Promote J__________________ and consider 
others. 

1. Promoting Jesus 

2. Considering others 

 

C. Diotrephes rejected authority. The antidote: Put ourselves under a________________________. 

1. This is SO counter-cultural. 

2. We have had current elders and other come and ask for counsel. 

3. Our tendency is to think, “Well, I know better.” 

4. Submission is like oil in a car; it reduces friction and cools potentially hot situations. 

 

D. Diotrephes gossiped maliciously. The antidote: Practice e__________________________________. 

1. Everyone needs recognition for his or her accomplishments. 

2. Practical suggestions 

 

E. Diotrephes refused hospitality to believers. The antidote: Practice h________________________. 

1. Use your home for the glory of God. 

2. Practical suggestions 

 

F. Diotrephes controlled others. The antidote: Trust God to c____________________ people’s hearts. 

1. It’s so easy to take matters into our own hands and not wait on God and trust God. 

2. Practical suggestions 

 

 


