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Homosexuality: Pastoral Response 

Starting to Listen 
Lecture Outline 

Part 1 of 3 
 

Darley, J. M., and Batson, C.D., "From Jerusalem to Jericho": A study of Situational and Dispositional 
Variables in Helping Behavior". Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1973, 27, 100–108.  

Introduction 

Years ago at the college where I minister, a student came into my office and said, “I need to admit 
something to you.” After 20–30 minutes of just sitting there, he started to speak. I knew what he 
was going to say, but I needed for him to get it out. He admitted that he struggled with same-sex 
attraction. The first thing I did was stand up and give him a hug. We were both crying, and he 
looked at me and said, “I did not expect that.” What I was trying to communicate through the hug 
and our eventual counseling ministry was that I appreciated his willingness to admit his 
struggle—I wanted to say, “You’re still my brother in Christ. We’re going to step into this struggle 
together and let the gospel of Jesus Christ inform us.” 

This may come a surprise to you, but there are people within your churches, families, and 
communities who are struggling with this, and we need to let the gospel inform our response. 
 

I. Luke 10:25–37 – The Good Samaritan 

A. Experiment at Princeton University 
 
1. In the 1970s, professors at Princeton University gathered students from their 

religious departments and instructed them to prepare a sermon on the Good 
Samaritan text. After reading through and preparing, they were sent to another 
building to polish their sermons and do additional research.  
 

2. Unbeknownst to the students, the professors planted an individual between the 
buildings who was dressed like a homeless person—lying on the pathway, unkempt, 
looking to be in distress. What would happen to students as they’re reading through 
the Good Samaritan text, thinking through it, and they literally come across a person 
in distress?  
 

3. Only about 30 percent of the students stopped and offered to help. More often than 
not, students—many with Bible in hand—walked from one building to another, 
stepping over the individual so they could get to the other building. When the 
students got to the other building, the professors asked if they saw the man. Most of 
the students named some sort of reason they didn’t want to help the individual or 
engage. 
 

4. We have an opportunity in our communities to minister to people who are broken 
and hurting. We need to not just know the information and keep on walking, like the 
priest and Levite in the Good Samaritan story, but step into the struggle as the 
Samaritan did. 
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B. Context of Luke 10  
 
1. Jesus had sent out the seventy to proclaim the gospel of the Messiah, and they had 

just returned with joy over the results they had experienced. Rejoicing with them, 
Jesus says in verse 21, “I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou 
didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to 
babes.”  
 

2. Jesus knows his audience and the response his words will engender. If there were 
people in the audience who were wise and learned and trained, they would have 
been upset. “Are you saying God hasn’t revealed it to me?” Sure enough, in verse 25 
appears a lawyer (as in, an expert in Old Testament Law), asking, “Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

 
3. Jesus is fully aware the man is trying to test him, and he doesn’t take the bait—he 

asserts his own authority. Instead of answering the question, Jesus asks another 
question: “How does it read to you?” The lawyer answers, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength, and your neighbor as yourself.”  

 
4. I believe the main thrust of this passage is this: “You think you can keep the Law? 

You think you can love your neighbor perfectly? You think that will earn you 
salvation? Guess what: it doesn’t work. The Law cannot save.”  

 
5. Jesus knew the law of God, and when the lawyer thought he could narrowly define 

what a neighbor is in order to justify himself, Jesus could have gotten into a 
theological debate with him, quoting from the Old Testament. Instead, Jesus gives 
him a story—the Good Samaritan—and essentially makes this lawyer one of the 
characters in the story. 

 
C. The Good Samaritan 
 

1. The priest and the Levite are just like the lawyer who was questioning Jesus: a 
“professional,” as it were. They both see the injured man and pass onto the other 
side, leaving him half-dead. 

 
2. The Samaritan enters the scene. He, too, sees the man In Jewish culture, the words 

“good” and “Samaritan” just don’t go together. The Jews considered the Samaritans 
half-breeds, and the Samaritans had caused struggle for the Jews throughout their 
history. Jews would not even pass through Samaria to get from Galilee in the north 
to Jerusalem in the south; they would go around Samaria to avoid the half-breed 
Samaritans. 

 
3.  Jesus makes the hero of this story a Samaritan, and the difference between him and 

the other characters is his compassion. Like the others, he sees the injured man, but 
instead of passing by, has compassion on him. He stops, bandages his wounds, pours 
oil/wine on him, and pays for whatever he needs—he goes above and beyond. 
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D. Compassion and the Christian 
 
1. Because the issue of homosexuality has become so political and polarized, the first 

thing we as Christians need to ask ourselves is, “Do we have compassion?” 
 

2. You can know all the right things, but if your heart has no compassion toward those 
who are broken, you will not help people, and more importantly, you won’t be 
honoring the Lord. 
 

3. Jesus was illustrating to the lawyer that you can know the law and yet not know 
God. People can know the truth but have no compassion. The truth must involve 
compassion. 
 

4. Before we try to help others, we must take a look inward. The issue of 
homosexuality is being bombarded at us at every angle, and we get upset when we 
see the perversion of God’s glorious gifts. But the next time you see someone 
advocating for same-sex relationships, ask yourself: does your anger ever lead to 
compassion? It’s the gospel that gives hope to people who are broken. Let the gospel 
give you a new lens so that you look at people in this lifestyle, not with disgust or 
disdain, but with compassion. 

 

II. Practical Ways to Help Those Who Are Struggling 

A. Know the standard of God’s truth.  
 
1. God’s standard is being rejected. Same-sex marriage is now legal in all fifty states.  

 
2. Marriage is a covenant between a man and woman that includes a spiritual, 

emotional, and physical union that is recognized by God and by our fellow mankind, 
for life, and for the glory of God (Gen. 2:24–25, Matt. 19:3–9, Eph. 5:22–23). We need 
to embrace and teach this reality. 

B. Be a community of honesty, not hurt.  

1. We need to remove pejorative words from our vocabulary and understand that 
there are men and women who are struggling with this. 

C. Honor singleness as a valid and holy option.  

1. Out of the three major monotheistic religions—Judaism, Islam, and Christianity—
Christianity is the only one that honors singleness (1 Cor. 7:8).  

2. There’s something to be said when Jesus and Paul themselves encourage singleness 
as a valid option. 

D. Deal with biblical concepts of masculinity and femininity.  

1. It’s not about putting your son in football earlier, or putting your daughter in 
dresses more often.  
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2. We need to look at God’s Word—1 Timothy 2 and 2 Timothy 2 tell us what a godly 
man and woman look like, and they say nothing about football or dresses.  

3. Our ideas about femininity and masculinity need to come from the Bible, not the 
culture. 

E. Strive for holiness and healing, not perfection and “change.”  

1. Pursuing sexual purity and fleeing immorality are the will of God.  

2. We aren’t trying to get people to get rid of their sexual attractions; we want them to 
strive for holiness. 

 


