
Biblical Eldership Resources  Leading With Love - 5 

Leading with Love 

The More Excellent Way 
Detailed Outline 

Part 3 of 6 

III. Love: The More Excellent Way (cont.) 

B. Without love, knowing it all helps no one (I Cor. 13:2). 

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 

faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. (1 Cor. 13:2 ESV)  

1. The pride of “rightness” 

a) Have you ever met the kind of man who has all the answers?  

b) They are a walking Bible dictionary.  

c) This is particularly common among Christians.  

d) We like to flout our Bible knowledge. We become inflated because we have some 

Bible knowledge under our wings, and we like to let people know we have that 

knowledge. 

2. Doctrinal or ministry idolatry 

a) We sometimes make an idol out of doctrinal accuracy. 

b) I’m a doctrinal guy, don’t get me wrong. Doctrine is important. 

c) But, when we make it our idol, people can tell that we are really in it for building up a 

reputation for ourselves, and not necessarily for loving people. 

d) How do we know when we or our churches get to this point? 

1) When we use people to further our agenda and pad our resume instead of loving 

them. 

2) When we display our intellectual or theological superiority to validate our 

significance. 

3) When we belittle others: “Can you believe what that church down the road 

believes?!” God still loves them even though they might not agree with our 

theology. We don’t want to inflate our egos by the knowledge that we know. 

4) When we tell people we went to such-and-such seminary, and we know Hebrew 

and Greek and Latin. We don’t want to do that.  

e) We easily become arrogant and puffed up with our own self-importance. 

“Too often Christians are concerned about hidden truth, but indifferent about loving difficult 

people.” - Dr. George Sweeting, former president of Moody Bible Institute 

“Knowledge without love inflates the ego and deceives the mind.” Alex Strauch 

3. Paul has a better way 

a) You know what kind of classroom you want to be in—where the teacher is loving, 

kind, patient with your questions. 

b) You don’t want someone who is trying to impress you. 
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c) Leaders must be loving, humble, even in our teaching. Because when we don’t, then 

we contradict the very message we proclaim. 

“No substitute exists for a teacher’s love for his students. Teaching is far more that 

getting across content. It also calls for communicating a genuine personal interest and 

love for each student.” - Dr. Roy Zuck, Dallas Theological Seminary 

d) We are not there as teachers just to get across content. We can use a tape for that. 

e) Love makes us servants of those we teach. You are not the “big dog” on the block. You 

are a servant. 

f) Only the apostles had the authority to say, “Do this because I say so.” But we don’t 

have that kind of authority. As elders we should never say, “Do this because I am an 

elder and I say so.” We can appeal from the Scripture in a very loving way. 

g) How we teach can be as important as what we teach. We want to be tender and 

loving. 

“Tenderness will win hearts so hardened that nothing else could move them. Truth 

spoken in love goes directly to the heart of the hearer and calls forth a kind response. It 

overcomes prejudices and hardness, and it melts and wins where the most logical 

argument, the most terrible warning and the severest threatening will produce no 

more impression than the falling of dew upon a block of granite.” - Wilson T. Hogg, first 

president of Greenville College 

“Sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness.” (Prov. 16:21b) 

4. We don’t want to have an idolatry that is as clear as ice, and twice as cold. We want to be 

warm and kind. It is a lot easier to be orthodox than loving. 

“We must ask, do I fight merely for doctrinal faithfulness? This is like the wife who never 

sleeps with anyone else, but never shows love to her own husband. Is that a sufficient 

relationship in marriage? No, ten thousand times no. Yet if I am a Christian who speaks and 

acts for doctrinal faithfulness but do not show love to my divine bridegroom, I’m in the same 

place as such a wife. What God wants from us is not only doctrinal faithfulness, but our love 

day by day. Not in theory, mind you, but in practice.” - Francis Schaeffer 

C. Without love, risk-taking faith is worthless (v. 2b). 

1. Can you imagine having the faith to move mountains? Paul could have really impressed the 

Corinthians with that one. He would have been a powerhouse, a spiritual risk taker, a 

virtual George Mueller known by all. He’s got all this faith.  

2. As good as that is, if you do not have love, it doesn’t matter. You are a bunch of noise. 

3. But, when we combine that great faith with love, then we honor God and we serve our 

fellow man. 

4. Faith with love is the more excellent way. 
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D. Without love, giving all one’s money to the poor is unprofitable (v. 3a). 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

(1 Cor. 13:3)  

1. Paul next considers giving away all his worldly possessions, his home, his property, his 

furnishings, his savings. Surely this is the ultimate action, right? No, as good as that is,  

2. Some people put money in the offering box, doing it to impress people. Ananias and 

Sapphira did that, didn’t they? (Acts 5:1–11). 

3. The trumpet-blowing Pharisees (Matt. 6:1–5) gave to receive praise from other people. 

Their love was hypocritical. 

E. Without love the ultimate sacrifice of one’s life is pointless (v. 3b). 

1. Paul envisions himself as the ultimate hero of the faith. He’s going to lay down his life—

wouldn’t that impress the Corinthians? 

2. Even doing that, Paul says, without mixing it with love for God and love for people, is zero! 

Conclusion 
1. Can you imagine as Paul’s letter is read in the Corinthian assembly, what they were 

thinking? Paul’s teaching was so in conflict with what they were practicing on the ground, I 

would like to have been a fly on the wall to see what they were thinking when Paul’s letter 

was read. 

2. All their pride and miraculous gifts were nothing without love. 

3. We can have all this gifting, but if it is not mixed with love we are nothing, like a bunch of 

noise. 

 
 


