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Leading with Love 

Love Promotes Others 
Detailed Outline 

Part 5 of 6 

IV. The Character and Behavior of a Loving Leader (cont.) 

“. . . love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant” (1 Cor. 13:4b ESV)  

Introduction 

1. About 3 ½ years after leaving Corinth, Paul had to write back to address numerous sins in 

the church, and he is compelled to take a rather negative track describing eight character 

qualities that are inconsistent with love, in the chapter of 1 Corinthians 13. 

2. These eight qualities all betray a sinful lack of love that divided the church at Corinth. 

3. Some of the issues in the Corinthian church: envy, boasting, rudeness, arrogance, self-

seeking, etc. 

4. Paul’s list serves as an objective standard to correct our selfish behaviors and guide us in 

“the more excellent way.” 

C. Love does not envy (v. 4). 

1. Envy divides countless churches (1 Cor. 3:3). 

a) It happens among missionaries, elders, everyone. 

b) Jealousy divided the church at Corinth. 

“. . . For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 

behaving only in a human way?” (1 Cor. 3:3b)  

c) This is not the way a faith family ought to operate.  

d) Envy makes one resentful of others’ stuff. We covet other peoples’ gifts, gifting. 

1) “He preaches better.” 

2) “He’s a better elder than I am.” 

3) “He leads more people to the Lord.” 

4) “People come to that other elder and don’t come to me.” 

e) Envy is suspicious of another person’s popularity. 

f) None of us are immune to petty, self-centered envy, if we are honest. 

2. How do we know when envy is a problem? 

a) When elders eliminate from the church someone who is more gifted than they are. 

b) When your church is envious of other churches that are growing more rapidly. 

c) When as a missionary you are envious when other missionaries are better 

supported, more fruitful. 

d) Bible study leaders: “Why are there 10 people in that cell group, but only 3 in mine?”  

e) Musicians can envy others who sing, play more often, receive more applause. 



Biblical Eldership Resources  Leading With Love - 12 

f) Elders can envy other elders who shine more in leadership abilities and knowledge. 

3. Paul says, “Work together without envy.” 

a) Focus on how God has gifted you. Not everyone is a shiny preacher, upfront person.  

b) Some are behind-the-scenes kind of people. God sees those people and that service 

as equally important as the ones up front. It’s just like the human body: all the parts 

are necessary. 

c) Consciously rejoice with those who rejoice. Rejoice over how God is using other 

people. Fight the natural tendency to ask, “Why not me?” 

d) When someone gets invited to speak at a conference, we don’t envy them, we rejoice. 

That’s what a mature leader does. 

e) So when the sin of envy arises in our heart, we don’t coddle it, we deal with it as sin. 

D. Love does not boast (v. 4). 

1. Boasting is a sinful preoccupation with oneself.  

a) Braggarts crave attention, want praise for their successes and for their suffering.  

b) Some people wear busyness as a badge for praise. 

2. We must guard against building monuments to ourselves and against “significance 

obsession.” 

a) Being preoccupied with our own advancement, defending our own importance. 

b) Paul comes along and says, “That’s not what love is.” 

c) What makes the situation even more severe, is that we serve on boards with men 

who are struggling with the same thing. 

d) Remember the trumpet-blowing Pharisees. They were religious show-offs. 

3. The Corinthians were boastful. 

a) It was all about who was their favorite speaker, who spoke in tongues better, 

stepping on each other at the Lord’s Supper, etc. 

b) This is not how the church should function. 

“Boasting is always an advertisement of poverty.” - William Graham Scroggie 

4. Christ is our life. Not the things we boast about ourselves. But him! 

 “When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Col. 3:4)  

a) When you get to a party, one of the first things a man asks is, “What do you do, where 

do you work, what’s your title?”  

b) We are categorizing people when we do that. 

5. Boasting mars a leader’s character.  

a) Boasting requires you to put others down, slander them, gossip in order to keep 

yourself up. 

“Gossip gives a perverse delight in running down other people because it makes you feel 

good about yourself.” - Jerry Bridges 
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b) We want people to follow our example. Love promotes others. When you see 

someone in your assembly blessed, then you rejoice with them. 

6. Those who are possessed with Christ’s love delight in focusing the attention on others and 

pushing others to center stage. 

E. Love is not arrogant (v. 4). 

1. Arrogant self-importance is ugly and is contrary to the example of Christ.  

2. As redeemed sinners, what do we have to boast about? Isn’t it true that everything we 

have, whether it is gifting or whether you are a good teacher, does that all come from the 

Lord?  

3. Illustration: One day William MacDonald was speaking at a conference and he was off 

stage. One of the conveners was introducing him. And he said, “And now Bill MacDonald 

will come.”  And there was another speaker speaking with him. The crowd started clapping 

to receive him. As Bill MacDonald was going through the door he stepped back to let the 

other less-known speaker go first. That is what it is like, putting others first, thinking of 

others.  

 “Those who think too much of themselves don’t think enough.” - Amy Carmichael 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Love is humble; love is modest. 

2. Arrogance and boasting mar a leader’s testimony.  

 


