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Pre-Marriage and Weddings 

Pre-Marriage Preparation Program 

Detailed Outline  

Part 1 of 3 

Introduction 

A. Matthew 19 on Divorce 

1. When confronted with the matter of the permanence of marriage, Jesus makes it clear that 
marriage is to be permanent and never to be broken.  

2. The disciples conclude:  “Maybe it’s better not to marry at all (Matt. 19:10).”  

3. Jesus does not refute this. He says, that’s why some men are voluntarily eunuchs - because 
they have purposed not to marry (Matt. 19:11). 

B. There is a time when one should consider marriage so seriously, that they actually may 
not marry because of the consequences of the permanence of that commitment. 

C. One of the reasons why it’s so important to deal with pre-marriage counseling is, we 
need to prepare people to decide whether this marriage is something they can commit 
to for the rest of their lives. 

D. Jesus has a lot to say about vows and the breaking of them (Num. 30:2ff; Deut. 23:21-23; 
Matt. 5:31-37).  

“But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes ' or 'No, no.'” (Matt. 5:37 NASB)  

He says that in the context of marriage and divorce. 

E. We are also to count the cost (Luke 14:27-33). 

I know this is really about cost of following Jesus, but we need to count the cost of what it 
means to marry.  

F. So it is important to approach the topic of marriage realizing the significance. Marriage 
is a lifelong commitment that has great impact on a couple and on others. 

I. The Need for Pre-Marriage Preparation is Greater Now Than in the Past.  

A. Divorce 

The divorce rate in the church is alarming and distressing. Divorce is even acceptable in many 
professing Christian communities. That is disturbing!  

B. Feminism and the Blurring of Gender Identity and Roles 

C. Sexual Immorality  

1. Premarital sex and pornography: two of the things that can be destructive to a marriage 
relationship.  

2. They need to be dealt with before marriage for the sake of the couple and for the kingdom 
of God.  
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D. Rape and Sexual Abuse 

E. Homosexuality and Other Sexual Orientation Matters  

1. Some seek to marry to remedy the problem. 

2. We need to deal with those at the front-end of the relationship to avoid a disaster.  

F. “Pro-Marriage Counseling” 

1. I also think there needs to be a “Pro-Marriage Counseling Program,” necessitated by a 
reluctance to marry.  

a) It is distressing to me to see Christians holding back from marriage.  

b) Reluctance of young men to lead - They’d rather be boys and not have to lead!  

2. Two Primary Reasons for Avoiding or Delaying Marriage 

a) A Faith Problem:   

1) People are fearful of marrying because so many marriages fail.  

2) Do we trust God to work in such a way to make us godly in the midst of our 
marriage? 

b) A Servanthood Problem:   

1) One can be selfish more easily when single. Being a servant changes one’s 
perspective.  

2) Whether you choose to be single or to marry, servanthood is the issue in both 
situations.  

(a) If one marries, the husband and wife are to be servants to each other.  

(b) One who stays single is one who does so in order that they can more 
effectively serve others and serve the Lord without distraction (1 Cor. 7). 

II. Purposes of the Pre-Marriage Preparation Program 

A. To Discourage or Delay Impulsive Marriages 

1. People need time to reflect and to make a careful decision about whether to marry.  

2. Our process requires a certain amount of time, usually a couple of months. 

B. To Serve as a Filter  

1. A lot of people want a preacher to bless their wedding and have a “church wedding,” but 
they’re not willing to go with all that comes with it.  

2. Anyone that comes to us and asks us to perform their marriage, we give them the process 
and its requirements.  

C. To Provide the Opportunity for Evangelism  

1. Couples may come even assuming that they are saved. Asking them about their faith may 
provide opportunities to share the gospel.  

2. I’ve heard of situations where the unsaved mate was brought to the Lord as a result of the 
pre-marriage program. 
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D. To Provide Discipleship   

1. Discipleship is about causing people to grow in their relationship with the Lord. You want 
to establish long-term habit patterns whereby the husband and the wife serve and seek 
the Lord together.  

2. Marriage must be seen in the context of discipleship.  We want to help young couples move 
toward maturity. 

E. To Help the Couple Decide if Marriage is God’s Will for Them 

1. The program helps them determine whether or not their marriage will be pleasing to God.  

2. It also gives opportunity to talk the couple out of marriage, if it is unbiblical or ill-advised. 

F. To Help the Couple Understand the Permanence of the Commitment They are About to 
Make, and the Consequences of Breaking It 

G. To Give the Couple a Realistic and Biblical View of Marriage and Realistic Expectations 
of What Their Marriage Should Look Like.  

They need to understand that marriage is not primarily about happiness, but about holiness.   

H. To Bring to the Surface Issues and Problems That are Critical to the Continuation of That 
Marriage  

Many couples are not very eager to share and divulge the information that may be absolutely 
essential to a successful premarital program and to their life together. Some incident in one 
party’s wife that they have not shared with their mate could be destructive to their 
relationship in later times. 

III. How the Program Works 

A. The church establishes a policy that no wedding will be performed by our leaders, or in 
our building, unless they have completed our pre-marriage counseling program or some 
other pre-marriage preparation program that we approve of. 

B. The church prepares a pre-marriage preparation curriculum and trains a number of 
couples with healthy marriages to use it when working with couples who wish to marry. 

1. A couple from outside the church normally asks a person in the church to conduct their 
wedding, or calls the office about using the church building for a wedding. The person 
contacted then explains that we don’t perform weddings unless the couple has successfully 
completed our pre-marriage preparation program.   

2. If the wedding ceremony is to be conducted by someone outside the church, we check to 
see that this person is of the same mind in the faith, and if a pre-marriage program will be 
done. 

3. A couple from inside the church will usually ask someone in the church directly to marry 
them.  

C. Contact church office, which notifies the pre-marriage coordinator. The coordinator 
assigns a church couple to follow up and set up their first meeting. 

D. And then there is the first session.  


